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- Mr. Scaddan: That one vote by which
the Government won was just put out of
the House.

" The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson) :
I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Question put, and a division taken,
with the following result:—

Ayes .- .- .oo21
Noes ve .. ..o 2
Majority for o1
AYEB.
Mr. Brown Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Butcher Mr. Male
My, Carson Mr. Monger
Mr., Cowcher Mr. 5. F. Moore
Mr. Daglish Mr. Murphy
Mr. Davies Mr. Nanson
Mr. Draper’ Mr. Osborn
- Mr. Gordon Mr. Plesse
Mr. Gregory Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Layman
Mr. Harper (Teiler}.
NOES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. O'Loghlen
. Mr. Batb Mr. Price
Mr. Bolton Mr, Seaddan
Mr. Colller Mr. Swan
Mr. Gill Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gourley Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr. Horan Mr. Ware
Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johnson {Teller).
‘Mr. MeDownll
Question thus passed,
House adjourned at 11.55 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
r.m., and read prayers.

LANDS DEPARTMENT AND
CHARGES OF CORRUPTION.
A Royal Cammission.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. Mitchell) : I wish to announce that, as
in the course of the nmo-confidence debate
which elosed last night, charges of cor-
ruption were made in connection with
the administration of the Lands Depart-
ment, I have asked the Government to
appoint a Judge of the Supreme Coart
2s a Royal Commission to fully invest-
gate such charges and such other charges
of a like natnre as may be submitted.
Cabinet have agreed to my request and &
Comissioner will be appeinted forthwith,

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS.
Mr. GFeorge and the No-confidence
Divison. ‘

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): It was my
determination and desire last evening to.
take the first opportunity T could o
tender to this House and, through it, to
the eountry, an explanation of why T re-
frained from recording my vote on the
no-confidence debate division. T lmd
hoped when It was known fo the hon.
the Minister that T had made a priority
of application to his, he would have been
courteous enongh to allow me to speak
first. His announcement would have
come far more effectively afier I had
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finished my remarks, that at the present
titke. What I have to say is this. My
preface has been made to show that, not
atithe hidding of a powerfnl newspaper,
‘but at the bidding of what T consider the
rales that should govern the conduwet of
arman's life, I tender this explanation to
the Hounse and the eountry. We had last
evening the very painful speetacle of
mmember after member of the Opposition
rising to make statements in regard 4o
the honour and integrily of the Minister
for Lands, on whose side of the House I
am sitting, and it seemed 40 me it was
urifair to the House, unsalisfactory to the
eounfry, certainly not desirable for the
Minister himself, that we should be asked
to vete upon the question before we had
henrd the hou. gentleman in defence,
Taking that view. T communicated it to
those on this side of the House whn have
# rvight to hear it, and baving these
wpinions, I stated then that T was not
prepared to vote until the hon. gentleman
had had an opportunity to defend his
hononr. Whether these charvges have
foundation or not I do not know. Per-
sonally T believe the hon. gentleman will
be able to clear himself of everything. I
know teo well how it is pessible to see
iwo wides of a question, and how, when
one desires to see the wrong side, that
side only appears to be the one apparent.
It wonld have been far better in the in-
ferests of the House, after what had oe-
burred, if the Premier conld have seen his
way to refrain from ealling on the leyalty
of his colleagues to voie on a question
upon which they had only heard one side.
T also wani to make my position clear in
this respect. T have no desire to see the
fiiembers of the Opposition side ocenpying
the Treasury benches. and so far as I ean,
ahd T tell them so franklv. T will do my
bext to prevent them from doing so. Fven
Wwith these views, if I =it on this side, I,
with other members, contend we have the
right. if there is anything charged against
those we are supporting. to have an ex-
planation given to wus, an explanation
sati=sfactory to our eonsciences and show-
ing ns. at any rate, that we are not doing
wrong to suppaort them, These are the
veasons why 1 did not record my vote:
théee are the reasons which, so far as I
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am able to carry them owt in the future
and ontil T see something sironger' than
I have seen up to the present, will cause
me to follow the dictates of my honour
throughout my eareer in Parliament.

Mr. Gourley and Dalwallinu Land
Transactions.,

My. GOURLEY (Leonora): By way
of explanation I wish briefly to refer to
the staiements made in the House last
evening by the member for Mount Mag-
net. For some time past leiters have
been appearing in the Press, wherein I
have been implicated with certain land
transaetions as fo c¢onditional purchase
leases. 1 wish to give my explanation
regarding certain land taken np by Mr.
(ouri of Leonora, also do T wish briefly
to refer to the statement made by the
member for Mount Magnet when he said
that I had undoubtedly acted as agent for-
Mr. Court and Mr. Bonner. Now, I wish
to say in regard to the matter of Mr.
Bonner, that that gentleman was never in
my oftice, nor have T had any transactions
with him sinee last March. T met him in
the streets of Perth last March and sinee
then and up to the present I have mnot
spoken to him; T have had no iransae-
tions with him sinee March, nor do T wish
to have any transactions with that gentle-
man. T wounld say to the Minister for
Lands that it would be advisable if Mr.
Bonner were kept out of the Lands De-
parfinent. I have had no dealings with
him, T have never acted as his agent in
any shape or form. With regard to Mr.
Court, I may say that he eame to Perth
Jast February to purchase land at the
Three Springs; he went to Three Springs
and found that the price asked for the
land was too high. On his return’ to
Yerih he rade an applieation for land at
Dalwallinn. T &id nof meet him on his
return at the time, and T had no idea he
had pnt in an applieation for any land.
Some time afterwards I met Mr. Court
in the street and he told me what he had
done. After this land was taken up by
Mr. Court, Mr. Stacy eame to my office
and asked me whether ¥ thought that Mr.
Conrt would sell the land. T replied that
I did not think he would. and he asked me
to snbmit an offer to Mr. Court for £150,
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I wu-qd to " Mr, Court submitting that
offer, and he rephed that the land was
not. for sale and he had refused an offer
of £1!]0 a block, No further trapsactions
transpired in connection with this matter.
Mr. Conrt has never written to me, neither
have I written to Mr. Court up to the
present moment, and there have been no
commumq;xtlons behween ys with regard
to the land held by him at Dalwallinu.
Some. few weeks ago. Mr. Moor came tp
my office and told me that he had been
informed that I had certain lands for sale
at Dalwallinu belonging to Mr. Court., T
told Mr, Moor that I had no such land for
sale, and that the land had never bean
oft'ered for sale. I also told him that T
had wired to Mr. Court on Mr. . Stacy’s
behnlﬁ, and that the reply that 1 got was
that the land was not for sale. Mr. Moor
rushes into the Press and makes a state-
ment that-I offered to sell him the land
for £400, and he goes on to say that he
had an English friend who was desirous
of purchasing this land. How could I
have offered the land for sale for £400
when it was never placed in my hands for
sale. = He asked me further about the
land, and I casually remarked to him that
Mr. Court might take £500 for it, but
that T did not think he would sell. Then
on Mr. Moor’s behalf and on behalf of
his Enghsh friend, I wired to Mr. Court
and asked him if he would sell the land.
Ang the reply I got was that he would
take £1,600 for it. I submitted that offer
to Mr. Moor and gave him a seven days’
option of purchase, subject to the ap-
proval of the owner; those are all the
dealings I had in connection with the
matter, The statement has heen made
to the House that I have dealt in eondi-
tional purchase lands, and I wish to state
to the House, and through the House to
the .copntry, that the statements whieh
have been made by Mr. Moor are not true.
I am prepared to admit that I sent a
telegram to Mr. Court on behalf of Mr.
Moor, and I am prepared to admit that
I gave Mr. Moor the seven days’ option
of purchase at the price asked by Mr.
Conrt, in order to enable him to inspect
the land. I putin the optien that I gave
to-Mr. Moor, that it was at the approval
of the owner. The House will readily
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understand as far as I am eoncemed that
I am not guilty of the charges which have
been made against me by Mr. Moor; iand
in view of the remarks of the Minisier
that he is desirous that a Royal Comahis-
sion shail be appointed to investigate:ger-
tain charges made agaipst him, I may say
also that I favour that Royal Commission,
and will be prepared to go before ib:in
order to exonerate myself with regard. to
these eharges.
M. Ang'\\'m Wita.t has that to do wmh
the Lands Department? .
Mr. GOURLEY : I desire to make. t-hls
statement to the House in-ovder fo'show
that T ain nof to blame. My, Mobr. has
rushed into the Press, and stated that.I
was connected with these land transae-
tions. This will bave a detrimental effect
upon nyself, and T wish emphatieally :to
say that the statement made by Mr. Moor,
that I offered the land to him for sale for
£400, is not true. I think that-is quite
sufficient for me to say, and ¢that it will
clear me from any implication with net
gard to laud transactions ]evelled ag‘amsi
me by Mr, Moor.
Mr. TROY: May I, ‘\Il SpeakeL a.lao
make a few. remarks? - i
Mr. SPEAKER: By way uf personal
explanation? o
Mre. TROY : Yes, and I regret the nedes-
sity for it. T did refer last night to this
case of Mr, Court’s land at Dalwallinu
I referred, of course, to what I deemed
to: be Mr, Qourley’s association with:the
sale of that preperty. I may be per-
mitted to read my remarks. T said iy,
T am very diffident about making
any charge against my own colieague
of his not being entirely aceurate when
he denies any participation in the sale
of Mr. Court’s blocks, but T can only
believe what T take to be his own hangd-
writing, If it is not his own hand-
writing it must be a forgery and if it
is 0 forgery T hope he will take action
at the earliest moment to bhring the
people responsible to boeok for it
That is all T have to say. T do not know
that Mr. Gourley’s statement has any-
thing to do with the. charges against, the
Lands Department. or that there is any
necessity in eonneetion with -it for fhe
appointment of a Royal Commission, T



941

drew attention last night to the letter
bearing Mr. Gourley’s signature, and if it
is not Mr. Gourley’s signature I hope he
will take the earliest opportnnity of in-
stituting proeeedings against the person
respongible for the forgery. I have no
more to say. The position is a painful
one, I have no desire to read the letters
of my colleagunes, but since the leader of
the Opposition made a statement in the
first place, and since this matter had to
be discussed, I felt it my duty to read
this letter bearing the sigmature of the
member for Leonora, and giving Mr. Moor
an oplion over the three properties, As
1 have stated the letter contains Mr.
(tourley’s own signature, and if it is not
fis T hope he will take proceedings, and
in those proceedings that he will be sup-
ported by all hon. members.
. Mr. GOTURLEY: May I further ex-
plain? When Mr. Moor came to me he
asked me how many bloeks My, Caurt held,
pod I told him that he had four biocks. I
found; however, that Mr. Court had three
blocks, and that the other bleck which T
thought AMr, Court held was held by Mr.
Bomer. [t shows clearly that if Mr.
Comrt bad written to me in conneetion
with rhis property he wonld have told me
that he bad only three blocks, I told Mr.
Moor when he came to me that T thought
there were four blocks, nnd when he
asked me to give him the seven days’ op-
tHion to inspect, I put down four blocks.
One of these, however, happened to be-
loung to Mr. Bonner.

Mr. Collier: You deny having the
blocks for sale?

Mr. Gourley: Yes.

QUESTION--NORSEMAN-ESPER-

© ANCE RAILWAY PROJECT,

My, HUDSON asked the Premier: 1.
Is it the intention of the (Government to
redeemy the promise of ilie ex-Premier,
Sir Newton Moore. to send the Advisory
Boarld {o revisit the Norseman-Esperance
dictriet, and to give a definite reply to
the vequest of the goldfelds deputation
in counection with the Norseman-Esper-
auee railway? 2, If so, when?

The PREMIFR replied: 1 and 2, Yes,
i1 aecordance with the reply given to the
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hon. member for Brown Hill on- the 6th
September last, as follows:—“Instruc-
tiens have heen issued for a classifieation
of the country referred to as early as pos-
sible. After the completion of the elassi-
fieation the Advisory Board will make a
further examination.” The matter will
me dealt with as soon as possible after
the report of the Advisory Board has
been received.

QUESTION—ESPERANCE DIS-
TRICT.

Mr, HUDSON asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Have notices been given for
the resnmption of pastoral leases in the
Esperance and Yitzgerald distrietst 2,
If so, for the resumption of—{(a}, how
roany such leases; and (b), what are the
numbers of such leases? 3, What was the
total area for which notice was given?
4, What distance on either side of the
surveyed line to Esperance will such re-
sumeail lands exiend? 5, Have appliea-
tions been received for lands formerly iu-
cluded in any pastoral leases in the dis-
tricts named? 6, By whom have sneh ap-
plieations heen made, and, if so, for
what area? 7, Have any applieations
heen approved, and, if so, when? 8, As
of what class has the land ineluded in
snreh applications been treated?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, (a). 15. (b), Nes.

414/95, 460795, 465/95, 466/95, 470/95,
473/95, 480/95, 487,95, 488795, 489/95,
493/95, 2695/102, 2705/102, 2675/102,
1077/102. Resumption of the four addi-
tional leases was approved on the 10th
instant, and notices are now being issoed :
471,/95, 43695, 430795, 500/95. 3, Abont
536,000 acres. 4, Fifteen miles. The four
additional leases referred to in sub-para-
graph (b) of No. 2 will include a 30-mile
radins from Esperance town. 5, Yes. 6,
J. A. V. Dempster, Mand Dempster, Mary
Margaret Dempster—10,500 acres. 7,
No. 8, See No. 7.

QUESTION—LAND TRANSACTIONS.
DALWALLINU.

Mr. TROY (without notice) asked the

Minister for l.ands: Will the Minister
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wike available t. wembers all the papers
relatmg to the land held by the Myers
family at Wongan Hills and Dalwallinu,
the land lately held by Mr. Nielsen at
Dalwallinu and the land held by Mr.
Court at Dalwallinu, in the same manner
as the files were made available to Mr.
Lovekin and Mr. Woods, so that at least
the representatives of the people might
have the same consideration paid them as
is gtven fo those wheo are not representa-
tives of the people?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: |1
will be pleased to make these papers
available to the member and will place
them on the Table.

Mr. Scaddan: When shall we see them?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Mount Magnet can see them
to-morrow and T will put them on the
Table ai the next sitting.

Mr. TROY: 1 want to be perfectly
clear about this. Do I uoderstand that
the Minister promises to put the papers
on the Table of the House on Tuesday?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
shall be pleased to make the papers avail-
able to the member to-morrow if he
wishes, and I shall be very pleased, if T
ean, to lay them on the Table on Tuesday
next.

MESSAGES RECOMMENDING
BILLS.

Messages from the Governor received
and read reecommending the following
Bills:—

1. University Endowment.

2. Land and Income Tax.

3. Loans (onversion,

APPROPRIATION MESSAGE.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation in
connection with a Sapply Bill (£719,410).

BILLS (6)—FIRST READING.

University Endowment.

Land and Inecome Tax.

Loans Conversion.

Perth Munieipal Gas and Eleetrie
Lighting.
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5. Katanning-Shannon’s Soak Rail-
WAY.
6. Dumbleyung-Moulyinning Railway.

MOTION — GOVERNMENT
NESS, PRECEDENCE ON
TERNATE WEDNESDAYS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson}
moved—

That on Wednesday, 19tk October,
and on every alternate TWednesday
thereafier, Government business shall
take precedence over all other notices
and Ovrders of the Day, as well as on
the days already provided.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe)}: Could
uot the Premier see his way clear to allow
private members’ business to be dealt with
on Wednesday, 19th Oectober, and let the
motion take effect after that date? Again,
conld not some of the private measures,
of which early notice had been given, be
raised to a more prominent place on the
Notice Paper?

The Premier: Which of them in parti-
eular?

Mr. SCADDAN: There were the
Workers’ Compensation Aet Amendment
Bill, the Tributors Bill, the Bread Act
Amendment Bill, and the Rarly Closing
Act Amendment Bill; eack of these was
well worthy of consideration, ’

The PREMIER: The Workers’ Com-
pensation Ael Amendment Bill, he was
afraid, would not be ready by next
Wedneszday.

Mr. Hudson:
Tuesday next.

The PREMIER: That being so, he
would be prepared to devote Wednesday,
19th October, to private members’ busi-
ness, With the permission of the House
he wounld alter the motion to read,
“That on Wednesday. 26th Oectober,”
etecetera. '

Motion altered accordingly.

Mr. ANGWIN {East Fremantle): It
would have been better if the Premier
had brought down a motion providing
that members shonld sit an extra day in
the week. For some years it had been the
eustom to do everything possible by way

BUSI-
AL-

The report is due on
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of curtailing private members’ business.
No private member’s Bill ever got be-
yond the second reading, beeause it was
the custom of the Government on private
members’ days to eoniinue motions, and
in consequence the Orders of the Day
were never reached. The Government
might just as well say straight out that
they would refuse to allow a private mem-
ber to bring in any Bill whatever. He
bad raised the same objection year after
year and be thought it was time some re-
form should be introduced. He would
vote against the motion.

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford) : A motion
for an extra day's sitting wonld have been
preferable to that before the House. Dar-
ing the regime of the “continuation”
Government it had been a common prae-
tice for a whole host of most important
measures to be brought down at the end
of the session., When Opposition mem-
bers protested against this as, for in-
stance, in the case of the agrieultural
railways, they were told that they were
opposed to the prineiple of the Bill; and
when in turn those members protested
against this unfair attitude they were
told that they should have devoted more
attention to the business of the country
in the earhier stages of the session. Those
who told them this forgot that if there
had been any wasie of time earlier in the
session it was the faull of the Govern-
ment. Last year he had told Sir Newton
Moore, the then Premier, that in the next
session he would give the Government a
chance to inerease the days of sitting, and
that if they did not avail themselves of
that opportunity he would show them no
quarter at the end of the session. It was
wrong to call upon members at the end
of the session to sit unearthly hours. He
would warn the Premier that this year
there would be no rushing important
matters through at the end of the ses-
sion.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): No op-
portunities were afforded private memhers
of bringing anything before the House.
It was now only two months to Christ-
mas, yet nothing had been done. There
were many important questions which pri-
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vate members had placed npon the Notice
Paper and which they should be afforded
an opportunity of disenssing. Of the
very few private members’ days already
allowed this session one or two had been
frittered away by the Government in a
desire to bloek the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Aet Amendment Bill. Not one
watter brought forward by a private
member had been allowed to go through;
not one had been discussed or dealt with
in any way. Presently the Government
would be endeavouring to rush the most
important matters through in the shortest
possible period without allowing discus-
sion or inquiry of any sort. The session
had started six weeks too late aund, owing
to the action of the Government, the time
up to date had been frittered away and
nothing had heen done. Qnuly last night
the House had seen clearly that the inten-
tion of the Government was to bludgeon
measures through without allowing con-
sideration of them. He had a most im-
portant notice of motion on the Notice
Paper at the present time, dealing with
the head of the House, the Speaker. It
was of vital importanee, becanse the
gentleman filling the honourable posttion
of Speaker should hold the respeet and
carry the suppori of every member of
the House. In consequence, that motion
should be dealt with at the earliest pos-
sible moment and not be allowed fo hang
over the head of the Speaker. The Pre-
mier was not treating private members
fairly when he endeavoured to take away
private members’' day. There was now only
about eight weeks in which to transact
the whole of the bnsiness, and instead of
the Premier agreeing to sit one or two
extra days a week he desired to rob pri-
vate members of their own special day.
The attitude of the Government was dis-
tinetly unfair, but it was in accordance
with the methods practised on that side.
Last night the Government had been saved
by a man in pyjamas, and in future the
Government wonld be known as “the
pyjama Government.” Not only should
the Premier agree to sit an exira day per
week, but in view of the proximity of
Christmas he should be prepared to sit
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from half-past two o'cloek in the after-
noon, If the Premier would but confer
with members of the Opposition the busi-
tiess of the House would be facilitated
and a much better spirit would obtain in
the Chamber.

iMr. Boiton: We should never sit after
11 o'dlock at might.

- Mr. HOLMAN: If the Government at-
tempted to bludgeon their ‘measures
through, then members wounld be justified
in taking what defensive action might be
within their power. It was noi to the
credit of the Government that they tried
to rob private members of their only op-
portunity of dealing with matters that
should be dealt with,

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) sup-
ported the motion. For four years he
had not seen a meotion of any use car-
ried that was brought forward on pri-
vate members’ day, and it was time mem-
bers considered whether it was worth
the waste of time and light and various
other things having private members’
day, discussing matters not even inter-
esting enough for debate, and of much
léss importanee to the country. The
member for Murray objected to the use
of the word ‘‘tripe,’’ but there was no
word quite so good to express the ma-
terial members were asked to discuss
on private members' day. Therefore he
would support striking out ‘‘private
members’ day'’ aliogether. According
to the member for Murchison, members
were going to be robbed by this motion;
but the man who would rob members of
the rubbish dealt with on private mem-
bers’ day wounld be doing the best pos-
sible thing for members. The Premier
wa§ to be thanked for bringing forward
the motion. With regard to sitting on
other days, he (Mr. TUnderwood} was
prepared ito sit as Jong as the Premier
would sit.

Mr. FOULKES (Claremoni): A large
seetion of the community had requested
him to introdnee a Bill amending the
Criminal Code. and dealing with offences
npon children; bat as this Bill would
probably rank No. 19 or No. 20 on the
list of Bills brought forward by pri-
vate members, so that it would be hope-
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less for a private member to try to get
it passed, he appealed to the Govern-
ment to take it up as a Government
measure. Jt would be seen it was a
mensure reguiring inost serious consid-
cration from members on both sides.
If we were to get the Licensing Bill
passed, for which he was most anxious,
it would be necessary to give the Gov-
ernment the fullest time possible for
the diseussion of the measure. He sup-
ported the motion.

The PREMIER (in veply): While
anxious to consult the convenience of
members as much as possible, at the
same time it was necessary to pass busi-
ness which was of the ntmost import-
ance and in the intevest of the State,
as the Government belicved. When the
member for Guildford was Minister the
hon. member kept the House sitting late
on one or two occasions. There was no
wish to have the House sitting afier 11
o’clock at night, but at times it was ne-
cessary fo sit late to get the business
through. He would have great pleasure,
as he had alveady intimated when an-
nouncing the husiness for the session,
in consulting with the leader of the Op-
position as to the business to be got
through, as te hLow it was to be got
throngh, and as to how long we shounld
sit; and if an understanding eould be
arrived at, all the better. He hoped an
understanding would be arrived at, but
he resented any imputation that the Gov-
ernment wished to bleck private mem-
bers’ work. The Government would be
very happy to give every opportunity,
so far as the time available would per-
mit, for dealing with the Bills submitted
by private members; but it was obvious
to all that the two main Bills intre-
duced by private members were as far
advaneed as Govermmen! measores.
There had certainly been a fortnight's
respite over which nu one had any con-
trol. but for six weeks no business had
been put throngh. He hoped the House
would do business even if it were neces-
sary 1o sit on Fridays as well as taking
alternate Wednesdays. In few Parlia-
wents of Australia did private mewmbers
get every Wednesday through the ses-
sion: the opporlunity to diseuss private
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business had to be curtailed, and very
often earlier in the session than was
now propused. [f members did not wish
to finish by Christmas it would be neces-
sary to sit over the new year, but if
we were to get through by Christmas it
would be tlie duty of every member, no
matter on what side he sat, to render
assistance by earnest regard for work.
It was complained there was not work
done, and no work before the House;
but even in the short time at his (the
Premier’s) disposal he had shown evi-
dence of desire for work by Lhe number
of Bills brousht down. The measures
wonld be available as quickly as possi-
ble. As the Notice Paper was cleared,
other business would be put on to en-
able members to have every opportunity
of studying the measures.

Queslion (as altered) put and passed,

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) : The first
Order of the Day is the Committee pro-
gress on the Health Bill, and it will be
necessary therefore to appoint a Chair-
man of Committees, I am quite a young
member of the Hounse, but I have known
the preseni temporary Chairman (Mr.
Taylor) ever since I have been in the
House, and I feel sure that in the time
he has occupied the position of Tempor-
ary Chairman he has only added to the
respect and cordiality which exists to-
wards him from both sides of the Hounse.

Mr. Swan: Yon almost look as if you
meant it.

Mr. DREAPER: T do mean if. I have
no reason whatsoever to say anything I
do not mean as regards the member for
Mount Margaret; and potwithstanding
interruptions from the Opposition side,
the statement I make is cordially en-
dorsed by almost the entire House, that
the member for Mount Margaret when he
has oecupied the ("hair has shown by the
manner in which he has eonducted the
proceedings of the Committee that he is
fitted for the position which is one of
great importance: and, when we have
that, not only a man fitted for the posi-
tion, but also a man who is respeected on
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both sides of the Hounse, I ean ses po
reason why that member should not be
appointed to a further step in the posi-
tions available to him in this House. I
have much pleasure in moving—

That the member for Mount Mnrgaret
(Mr. Taylor) be elected as Chairman of
Commitlees.

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford) : While to
an extent I agree with the remarks made
by the member for West Perth, still I
cannoi help noticing the faet that his
niotiou is not moved with any desire to
assist the party on the Opposition side,
or even out of any respect for the specint
ability the member for Mount Margarei
may possess, but rather is it moved with
a desire o weaken the forces of the Op-
position in ovder to assist the Government
in their troubles. T leave it to the mem-
ber for Mount Margaret to use his own
judgment as to whether he will allow him-
self to be placed in the position, not be-
cause of any great respect held for him
or his political opinions by those on the
Government side, but rather because he is
being used to undermine the influence of
bis own party. To give the hon. member
the opportunity to consider his position,
and realising that after all it is the duty
of the Government to 811 this position
from members sitting on their own side
of the House without attemptng by this
means fo weaken the Opposition, I will
move that the member for Claremont
{Mr. Foulkes) be elected to this position.
I could with equal foree and equal truth
repeat the remarks made by the member
for West Perth. The member for Clare-
mont has filled the position of Temporary
Chairman, and in my opinion he hes had
equally as much experience as the member
for Mount Margaret, and has equal abil-
ity, and, as he sits on the Government
side of the House, he should receive any
position in the gift of those who consti-
tute the majority in the Chamber. Feel-
ing that the hon. member is qualified to
fill the position, and that he is justified in
expecting it, and that it is the Govern-
ment’s duty to 61l the position from their
side of the Chamber, I move—

That the member for Claremont (Mr.
Foulkes) be elected as Chairman of
Committees.
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Mr, FOULKES (Claremont) : I thank
the member for Guildford for suggesting
my pame to the House. It is a faet that
I have been acting as & Chairman of Com-
mittees for the last seven years; but I
am most anxious 1o see that the Licensing
Bill is carried this session, as it is a sub-
Jject in which I have taken great interest
aver since I bave been a member of this
House; and as that Bill is in the Com-
mittee stage, and as my vote would be
lost in the Commititee stage in conunection
with that Bill if I were appointed Chair-
man of Committees, I beg to ask the mem-
ber for Guildford to refrain from bring-
ing my name forward as a candidate for
the paosition.

Mr. TROY (Mount Magnet) : T under-
stand that the member for Mount Mar-
gatet has not agreed to the nomination
made by the member for West Perth,
Is that the case?

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): If
T had had any intenfion of disagreeing, 1
would have taken the same opportunity
as the member for Claremont did of say-
ing s0. I certainly agree to the submis-
sion of 1ny name to the House,

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue): In other eir-
comstances T would have been most happy
to take the firat opportunity of congratu-
lating the member for Mount Margaret on
having this honour conferred upon him.
But viewing all the eirenmstances and
without taking any exception whatever to
the aclion of the Government—for one
is forced to admit that, in polifics, at
times parties must play the game to the
fullest extent and I do not blame the Gov-
ernment for taking one vote from their
opponents, not in the least—T regret ex-
ceedingly the fact that one of our own
members, Mr. Taylor, one who has been
returned to this House by solid men, men
who have fought for him, men who have
listened to his views, sought him, trusted
him, sent him into this House to support
them by vote and voiee, to assist them in
placing those measures they believe to
be necessary on the statute book, should
have decided to accept nomination for
the position. We have the sad spectacle
of this old lion, one whose voice has often
been raised loudly against the party now
sapporting him, one who found it at
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times impossible to express in language
his contempt for those from whom he is
now aecepting a favour, deciding prae-,
tieally to go against his party. 1 regret
this exceedingly. Let me say to the mem-.
her for Mounr Margaret that it is on neo
account in admiration of his ability, nor,
thronght any desire to assist him, if he
Jlesives assistance, that thev are suppori-
ing him. It is known that this offlice ear-
rvies with it certain emoluments. but it is
not for this reason that those he has
fought for vears, fought hardest of all.
have decided to give him their support;
they have other reasons than those I have
mentioned, for thexy want to eripple this
side of the House if it is possible. M,
Taylor has gained this honour at the ex-
pense of what he has vetained up to the
present time, that which to me at all
events is the most valuable of all posses-
sions, for T alwavs consider, in going to
a place, or in leaving one, if I
can carry with me the respect and good
will of my fellow men then I am 1ieh in-
deed. Mr, Taylor while gaining this posi-
tion will forfeit in my opinion the respect
and the good will af those men who have

. battled for him disinterestedly, who have

fought for him, and who expected him in
return to be loyal to the past they con-
ferred upon him. He is weakening this
side of the House by one vote, and this we
know will mean a good deal now. To
My, Taylor I want io say this: It is not
a personal matter, for I wonld have beea
glad indeed to be able to congratulate
him on his elevation to this honourable
position; but—I do not want bim to take
this in a personal manner—it is a grief
to me that the honourable member is mar-
ring his ecareer, is signing his politieal
death warrant.

Mr. TROY (Mount Magnet): Recog-
niging the modesty of the member for
Claremont, and recognising also that there
are other gentlemen on the Gavernment
side of the House who eould well fill the
position I move—

That the member for Murrvay (Mr.
George) be elecled as Chairman of
Committees,

I cannot understand the diffidence of
members on the other side of the House
in accepting nomination for the position,
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When one mentions that they are fitbed
to fill the position of Chairman of Com-
mittees they are overwhelmed with con-
fusion. How extraordinary is this sud-
den attack of modesty, which might be-
ecome them certainly, but which has not
been known to exist until this moment. I
remember when this coveted honour was
bitterly fought for among Ministerialists.
Did not the members of that party have
to meet in eaucus in order to settle the
claims of the various disputants? The
position of Mr. Speaker himself was, [
regret to say, settled in that mammer be-
tween onr present Speaker and the lale
My, Dlingworth. Was not the member
tor Claremont mueh incensed when the
post some time ago was conferred npon
My, Daglish?

Mr, Foulkes: On a point of order, the
member for Mount Magnet has no right
whatever to make an assertion of that
kind, T vemiember T gave way when that
question was deeided, and the faet that
I did so, at a time when T knew the post
was vaecant, showed how little value T at-
tached to it. [ was not a candidate for
it,

Mr. TROY: 1 accept the assurance of
the member for Claremont. Wonders will
never cease. Here we are discovering
virtues we did not think certain gentlemen
possessed. Anyhow T know that the mem-
ber for Perth was anxious for the posi-
ttan at one time, and I hope that on this
occasion le will get an opportunity of
heing nominated. If he does so I believe
he will receive the endorsement of a great
number of memhers of this Chamber.

Mvr. George: 1 am glad to hear you are
not serious about me.

Mr. TROY: It I bave suggested any-
thing with regard to the attitnde of the
memhber for Morray it is because his in-
terjection leads me to believe he will not
aceept the nomination. Despite that, how-
ever, T intend to nominate him for the
position. T think he possesses the quali-
ties which would make him most com-
petent to fill that office. He has strength
and he has capaecity, and T think he will
have greater capaecity in the Chaiv than
in his present seat,

My, George: Drvaw it mild.
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Mr. TROY: I wish to make a few re-
marks on the general position we now
find ourselves in. T appreciate the quali-
ties of the member for Mount Margaret
but let me assure him that the Govern-
ment, who have nominated him through
the member for West Perth, have no de-
sire to give him consideration heeaunse of
any personal regard for him.

Myr. Scaddan: They will drop him
after the next eleetion,

Mr. TROY : Nor do they offer him the
position on aecount of any helief they
possess of his great capacity for filting it,
hat they desive to take one vote from this
side of the Hoose, seeing that when an
important division takes place they must
win at any cost. When we remember that
these people have quarrelled over the
position, fought over it, have had to
hold a meeting to decide the position, and
that theve has heen bad feeling for weeks
beeause of it, il is extraordinary that
to-day they are willing to nominate a
member from this side of the House, es-
pecially considering that during the last
six vears they have never put torward
one motion to give any ewmolnment, any
place of honour, to any member of this
side of the Honse. They do so to-day
because they desire to get certain mea-
sures throngh the House this session
which might tend o defeat this party on
the next appeal to the eounirv. That is
the only reason for which they have
nominated the member for Mount Mar-
garet. They say “Take awav his vote
and there is one less on that side and
there will be one more on ows.” That
is the position of affairs now in evidence.
It is not an honest position, it cannot be
honest because it is not based upon any
precedent. They have always refused the
position to a member of the Opposiiton,
and I sinecerely hope that the member for
Mount Margaret will not allow himself
now to be made nse of. I do not for a
montent doubt his fitness, in more favour-
able ecircumstances, for the position of
Chairman of Committees, but to-day, con-
sidering what the party are called upon to
do for the people, every vote is required,
and I hope Mr. Taylor will not cause the
loss to his party of one vote. T appeal
to him in this matter. We all appreciate
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-hJ.m and we feel sure he is taking an ac-
tion which will play into the hands of the
Grovernment, and which will do great in-
jury té his own party and to the people.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): I think it
is as well that, as soon as possible, the
‘meraber for Mount Magnet should know
what my views are. I fully appreciate
at their wimost value any compliments
he hag paid to me, but T shall decline
the momination, and for this reason: I
have not the time for one tking, nor do
I think I um constituied by nature to
oceupy a position like that quggested to
be offered to me.

My Collier: It is goed thal vou re-
cogiise it.

Mr. GEQRGE: 1 suppose there are
people who perhaps if they had pluck
enough {u own up te their own defects,
would have plenty to own up to. I
am convinced fhat it does not detract
from a man that he should he able to
stand up and own that perbaps he has
an infirmity of character. Vo far as
my friend the member for Mount Mar-
gavet is concerned. and T am pleased to
call him my friend, I have known him
sinee befure most members on the Op-
position side of the House came into the
Chamber. We were always strongly
opposed tv one another politically, and
we are so now, but that is no reason
why one should refuse to render jus-
tice to the good qnalities of another. If
the member for Mount Margaret in-
tends to snbmit himself for the position
I am glad, for I should like to see him
there. As to whelher it has been settled
by this party in eauncas or not I do not
know. There are insinuations zbout, but
I have not atteided any meetings of the
party sinece the ¥Premier has heen in
power, for the simple reason, and for no
other, that T have been ont of town. If
I had been desirous of taking a position
of a vastly higher importance upon my-
self than that spoken of now, T had the
opportunity, the courtesy was done me,
but I was unable to accept it for private
reasons altagether apart from politieal
issues. If my friend over there takes
ihe position of Chairman of Committees
1 am satistied he will make a good Chair-
man. Those are the best wishes I ean
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give him. There is nothing in his career
that I know of which provides any rea-
son why I should neot shake hands with
him, even if I fight him at times in this
Chamber.

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremautle): I
have much pleaswre in nominating the
member for Swan for the position of
Chairman of Committees. For a consid-
erable time that member occupied the
position of Speaker and I do unot know
ibat during that time, in regard to his
eonduet in the Chair. oue ward eould he
said derogatory to him. No doubt if
he bad been successful at the following
elections he would have been in the
Chair again in the new Parliament; un-
foriunately, however, he did not have
the opportunily of heing elected to that
position, Mv. Jaeoby having filled the
Chair so ably for some years [ do not
know why oun this occasion we should
not offer him the position of Chairman
of Committees. By doing so I think the
House would be doing the vight thing,
One thing it would do. and that is it
wounld save the member for Mount Mar-
garet from marring an honourable career.
When that member realises that the
member for Wesi Perth was put up to
nomipate him as Chaivman of Commit-
tees, and that an eager effort was made
by the Minister for Mines, and the two
Government Whips to second him, he
should realise the true position.

Mr. Holinan: You should have heard
the Minister for Mines on him years
ago.

Mr. ANGWIN: That mere fact should
be sufficient f{c make him realise that
this position is put on o him not for
his benefit, not for the benefit of the
conniry, bat for the sole reason of bring-
ing about his downfall at the fortheom-
ing elections. There is no doubt about
that, and 1 consider that if the mem-
ber for Mount Margaret takes a posi-
tion such as this, after having the nom-
ination seconded by the Minister for
Mines, with whom I have heard him ex-
changing abuses times without number,
he is doing a very wrong aciion. On
many occasions I have had to hold the
member for Mount Margaret by the tail
of the coat in order to keep Lim from
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‘oetting o'’ the Minister for Mines,
1 have kept him away from the Minister,
and this is the man who is going to ae-
cept the nomination of Chairman of
Committees. If any person had told me
this & week or iwo ago, I shounld have
been inclined to call him——-

Mr. Bolton: Mad.
- My, ANGWIN: Mad would not suffi-
cicntly express it. 1 would not believe
that a man who flashes his  virtues
throughout the length and breadth of the
State, and points out what he has done
in the interests of his party, would sell
himself for a paltry sum of €200 per an-
nom. T regret that the Government have
adopied the tacties which they have fol-
lowed to«lay. Jt has never heen done
previously in the history of Western
Australin,  The Ministrey did not have
the pluek or courage to nmninate the
member tor Mount Margarel. Why? Be-
canse they might have taken another man
to cover up their actions as far as the
people in the country ave concerned. I
think hon. membhers know the member
for Mount Margaret withont my speak-
ing of his virtnes. He has preached
them himself so lonz. We also know
that the member for Swan ean fitl the
Chair well. He has carried ont the dulies
and he knows full well the varions de-
cisions which have been arrived at in
times zone by, We know that during
the period he filled the position of Spea-
ker his decisions were accepted c¢n al-
most every oceasion without dissension;
hon,  members  agreed.  hy their very
ohedience to the decisions which he ar-
rived at. that he was filling the position
of Rpeaker fairly, honestly. and admir-
ably. Consequenty T have very much
pleasore in moving—
. That the member for Swan (Mvr.
_ Jarcoby) be clected as Chairman of

Commitices.

Mr. SWAXN (North Perth): I de-
sire to say a word or two before
the member for Swan rises to give
his decision in the matter, and in order
to dn so T will second the nomina-
tion. T wish to speak at this stage be-
«ause personally I believe the member for
Swan ix the mwost snitable man on the
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other side of the Ifouse to ocenpy the
position of Chairman of Committees. T
might have refrained from speaking untl
possibly he had declined the nomination,
and then I could have nominated some
other member, but I wish to be straight-
forward, and say that I honestly believe
that I could not eonseientiously nominate
any other member. For that reason T
wish to make a few remarks in support-
ing the nomination of the member for
Swan. Prior to my election I held
the opinion, innocently like many others
until their eyes have been opened, that in
dealing with a guestion like this we looked
at it from the point of view that it
should be the (esire of the House to place
ap  oecupant in the chair without any
party considevation, the man best fitted to-
fill the position. I think it is quite un-
necessary for me to say that my innocence:
has disappeared during the time that L
have been in Darliament, [ am well
aware that party polities lead us to funny
schemes at fimes. Members on the Mini-
sterial <ide of the House get up and speak
of the member for Mount Margaret as
though they had a high opinion of him.
1 do not suppuse that any of them have
as great a regard for the member for
Mount Margarvet as [ have myself, They
profess to lake into consideration lis.
qualifications for the position and they
profess their pervonal vegard for hLim.
] think I ean safely say that T wonld go
further in any direction to prevent the
member for Mount Margaret from saeri-
fieing personal interest than any member
on the Government side of the House,
and I will take every opportunity of do-
ing ny hest to prevent what T consider
political trickery being perpetrated while
T am in the Haouse, It is patent to every
fair-minded person in the House and out
of it that this is a deliberate party job,
that the hon, member for Mount Mar-
saret has been put np by the Government
solely for the purpose of making a dif-
ference of fwo votes in Committee, and I
want to express my feelings as far as the
Standing Orders of the House will allow
me against taetics of that deseription. | 1
believe there are members on the other
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side of the House who feel as strongly as
I do. I want to say that as a member of
the Labour Party, supposed to be eaucus
bound, that if my party had asked me
ie play up to such a politieal triek as
this, I would have thrown them over. I
recognise that this is a difficult uestion
to discuss, because one ecannot separate
the personal element from it, but I know,
notwithstanding what the result may be,
if the hon. member for Mount Margaret
consults his own conseience, he will know
that speaking as I am doing I am as good
a friend of his as any hon. member oppo-
-site, and that it is with no personal animns
that I am speaking in this way. I will
not, in justice to myself or to the people
whoe sent me here, allow what I consider
to be the limit in party political trickery
to be played without expressing my
opinion in this way. I wish to repeatl
that I sincerely hope that the member for
Bwan, who has had experience in Lhis
House, who has filled the honourable posi-
tion of Speaker in an able way prior to
my coming here, will see his way clear
in the interests of elean politics and not-
withstanding party considerations to sub-
mit his name to the House, when I will
have the preatest pleasure indeed in sup-
porting him,

Mr. JACOBY (Swan): I wish to thank
the member for East Fremantle for his
references to myself. I appreciate them
very deeply, and also the references made
by the member who has just resumed his
seat. Had my name been proposed by
one of the hon. members with whom I
am associated I should have considered
the matter very carefully, and not lightly
refused it, but in the eircumstances I re-
gret very much, placed as T am in the
position of being nominated by the gentle-
man who has just spoken, that I eannot
accede to the request.

Mr. Seaddan: You are pretty rough on
the memhber for Mount Margaret.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) : T intend
to endeavour to exhaust the names
of members on the other side of the
House. As one who has been more
closely associated with the member
for Mount Margaret than any other
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hon. member in this House for the last
nine vears, I am sorry indeed to think
that he would aceept this nomination from
the sonrce from which it has emanated.
Had it been thonght we were in the posi-
tion to eonfer the honour oty my comrade,
no one woull have beewr more pleased
to give him support and speak in his
favour than myself, Many is the time
in this Assembly that I have stood up for
the hon. member when he las been abused
and eritieised unfairly and ungenerously
by some of those who are now endeavour-
ing to place him in this position. I have
stood by him and assisted him to earry
him through and he has assisted me. Had
the opportunity arrived when we would
have been in a position 1o offer him even
a higher office than that which it is pro-
posed to confer on him now, none would
bhave more readily supported him than
myself. Just faney the Minister for
Mines supporting the nomination! One
can read Hansard and see what he has
Iad to say about fhe member for Mount
Margaret, not only in this Assembly but
also on the public platform. The mem-
ber for Greenough bas, 100, on more than
one occasion very freely ecriticised tle
mwember for Mount Margarvet.

The Minister for Mines: They get it
back sometimes.

Mr. HOLMAN : They get it back very
often with interest, und no one has de-
served it more than the gentlemen I have
named, and in all probability they will
gét it again in the future with interest, I
do not think it is playing the game, know-
ing that hon. members opposite are willing
to sacrifice many things for the position,
when we find that on this oecasion when
the vacancy bas occurred they refuse to
fill it. The faet of the member for Mount
Margaret taling this position will mean
that we will lose a vote on this side of the
House and that the other side will gain
a vote. We know on every possible oega-
sion that matters have been pretty close
in Committee and we have seen his honeue
the Speaker brounght into the Chamber.to
record a vote in order to save the panty
on the other side, when they have endes~
voured to pass measures <which . have
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been opposed by the people in the coun-
try and by hon. members on this side of
the House, In looking through the re-
eords of this country and of other coun-
tries 1 have failed to find an occasion
where in such matters the Speaker has
exercised his vote in Committee. As
practically a good many of those aspir-
ants to the office of Chairman of Com-
mittees have been exhausted I intend to
move in the direction of nominating the
member for Irwin for the position. I
think that gentleman has by his attitude
in this House shown that he ecan fill the
Chair just as well as most members. We
know well that he is not what we wonld
eall a talking member, but I do not think
that we shonld have a talking member in
the chair, because I claim that the duty of
a chairman shounld be to watch over those
who are doing ail the talking. There is
1o one more fitted to fill the position than
the member for Irwin. I have great
pleasure in moving—

That the member for Irwin (Mr. 8.

F. Moore) be elected as Chairman of

( cimmitlees,

Mr. BOLTON (North Fremantle): In
order to bave an opportunity of
speaking on this guestion I Dbeg
formally to second the nomination of
the member for Irwin. T regret there
has been the slighest levity introduced
into this matter. My remarks will be
brief indeed. No man regreis more than
T do thai the parting of the ways has
come between myself and the member for
Mount Margaret. It has been said by
hon, members on this side of the House
when these who have supported this party
for years have found it for certain rea-
sons desirable to sever their conneetion
with the party, that we have bheen un-
necessarily severe in calling fhem rats.
If there is one man whom I thought
would always be loyal to the last to this
party it is the member for Mount Mar-
axaret. Before I saw any legislative halls
¥ knew him personally and by repute and
¥ had the greatest admiration for the
work he had done. No one regrets more
than T do that the parting of the ways
has eome and I regret that the hon. mem-
ber shonld be induced to sell his party for
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any emoluments whatever they may be or
for any reason whatever, :

Mr. PRICE (Albany): As one who has
been personally sequainted with the mem-
ber for Mounnt Margaret, probably for
many years longer than any other mem-
ber of the Chamber, as one who knew him
under far different conditions and cir-
cumstances from those which obtain to-
day, as one who saw him in the heyday
of his youth and energy and enthusiasm
on behalf of the party with which he has
been so long associated, I feel that I can-
not allow the present opportunity to pass
without expressing my feelings in regard
to the extraordinary step taken by the
members on the other side of the House
in regard to this matier; because it is
quite apparent that there has been a pre-
arranged movement amongst the members
on the other side, We have heard the
member for Swan state that were he
nominated by anyone on the side of the.
House on which he sits he would he
pleased to accept the nomination. I feel
that when making that remark the mem-
ber for Swap hardly realised the grave
reflection he was casting on the nomina-
tion of the member for Mount Margaret.
Let me say were this an honourable pro-
posal on the part of the Government, or
the hon. member who is representing the
Government in this matter, the member
for West Perth—counld I feel that it arose
out of a sincere desire to assist a member
oo this side of the House I wonld cer-
tainly hail the proposal with the sincerest
pleasure; no one would feel more grati-
fied than myself that the member for
Mount Margaret, or any other member on
this side of the House who required assist-
ance should receive those emoluments
which pertain fo the oecupanecy of the
position for which the member for Mount
Margaret has been nominated. But may
I ask, if the (fovernment and their sup-
porters were sincere in their desire to do
honour to a member on this side of the
House why was it that a member, sitting
here, who has filled that position in the
past, who filled it for a considerable
period nat on the nomination of any ane
person, hut by the express desire of the
whole of the members of the Chamber,
and upon whose. reteirement fromr that
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chair expressions of regret ai the retire-
ment, and of approbation at the manner
in which he had filled the office were re-
ceived from hoth sides of the Hounse—why
was that hon. member not given a chance
of refusing the position this time? If
the GQovernment were sincere in their de-
sire to do honowr to any member of this
side of the House, why have they delib-
erately ignored the claims of the member
for Brown Hill? I regret exceedingly,
and no man can feel more deeply than I
do, the regrettable position in which the
member for Mount Margaret has allowed
himself to be placed in this matter. I can
only repeat the remarks made by a mem-
ber a few moments ago and say I feel
that in accepiing this, which I can only
term a bribe from the other side, unfor-
tunately the member for Mount Margaret
- has precipitated the parting of the ways
between himself and the party with which,
for so many years, he has been honour-
ably associated, and with which I had
hoped he would always be associated. I
do sincerely hope, and I plead with the
hon. member, that he may see the pit
that the memhers on the Government
gide have dug for him, and recognise that
he is standing on the brink of that pit,
and that lus only salvation is to refuse to
be a party to one of the most glaring
pieces of politieal trickery ever perpe-
trated in this or any other Parliament.
My, COLLIER (Boulder) : I should not
have spoken but for the faet that my
silence might have been taken to mean
that I am in agreement with some of what
T may term the ungenerous remarks that
have fallen from certain of my colleagues
ip regard to the member for Mount Mar-
garet. I think on an oceasion such as
this, no, matter what views may be held
as to the decision of the hon. member, it
is not quite a fair thing to accuse a mem-
ber with a record of loyaliy to the labour
“movement such as the member for Mount
Margaret has—it is not quite a fair thing
te use, at least such expressions as that
he has been bribed, or that he is selling
us. One may disagree with his decision
in offering himrelf for the position, but
I do think that on an occasion such as
“this the least we might do is to show a
litHe generosity to an old member of our
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own party. Let me also say that there ig:
a good deal of lop-sided logic in some of
the arguments nsed. For instance, if is,
asserted that it is a trick on the part of
the other side. I am not going to argue.
whether it is or not; but if members on
this side say the efforts of the Government
to deprive this side of a vote in Com-’
mittee constitutes a trick, or an action not
quite straightforward and which should
not be tolerated, then surely the argument
applies to our side, when in making a fur-
ther nomination we attempt to deprive
the Government side of a vote in Com-
mittee. Tt does seem to me that if the,
Opposition are justified in attempting to
deprive the Government side of a vote in
Committee by nominating one of the Gov-
ernment’s sapporters, the Government are
on no lower political ground in attemptmg
to deprive this side of & vote in the same”
manner. That is the view I take. I
should not have nsen bui for the fact
that my silence might have been taken to
mean that T agree with the statement that
the member for Mount Margaret is selling
us for £200 a year, or that he is accept-
ing a bribe. I think those remarks un-
kind and ungenerous in the extreme, and
that they might well have been left un-
said.

Mr. 8. F. MOORE (Irwin): I under—
stand that during my absence from the.
Chamber I was nominated for the posi-;
tion of Chairman of Committees. I beg
to decline the honour. o

Mr. GILL (Balkaita): This matter
is of so much importance that I think'
it would be unwise to allow the motion
to go without saying a word upon if:
I am altogether in aceord with most of
the remarks made this evening. T re”
gret very much that the position should
have arisen whieh has ealled forth those’
remarks, but I think those remarks jus-
tified. The remarks of the member for
Boulder I disagree with entirely. I look
upon the pesition from a standpoint dif-
ferent from that taken by the member’
for Boulder, becanse on no previous oe-.
casion within my lnowledge has such
an action been taken by any Governnient
}n the Parhament of Western Austra-

ia.
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The Minister for Mines: In 1901 Mr.
Leake nominated Mr. Harper who was
silting in Opposition.

Mr. GILL: Has not the custom al-
ways been that when a Government have
s substantia]l working majority they
anap up everything possible?

Mr. Holman: It was the custom to
give it our side until the Government
grabbed it for their supporters.

Mr. GILL: T agree that the disposal
of this position should not be a party
guestion ; but until it is laid down clearly
that it shall not be decided upon party
lines, but merely on peoinl of merit in
the candidates T say such tacties as have
been adopted here this evening ave must
reprehensible.  The member for Monnt
Margaret has vot been nowminated out
of any regard for him, for this side, o
for the business of the House. It is no-
thing more nor less than a move made
with ithe object of defeating the Labour
party. I regret excedingly that the mem-
ber for Mount Margaret has allowed
himself to be nominated for this posi-
tion. and T feel it is painful to have to
stand here and see one who has been
a pioneer in this movement being used
as he is on this occasion.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret):
May T be permitted to make a few re-
marks? U('nder cireumsiances similar to
those in which I am placed it is not
.ugual for ane to offer any remarks, but
in view of the statements which have
been made by some members of the
party to which I belong—statements
which I think are quite uncalled for,
and, indeed, most ungeuerous towards
myself, I would like to say a word by
way of reply. While there may be held
on this question views different from
those which I hold myself there is, in
my opinion, no necessity for the strong
indictments that have been mmade
" against my personal honour as a repre-
sentative of the people in this Chamber.
Now it is, I think, due to me that hon.
- members should be sure of their ground
before they charze me in the way thev
have. The members for Albany and
Nerth Fremantle made, indeed, a strong

-point in saying that by aeccepting this
position, or by allowing myself to be
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nominated for the position and subpit-
ting myself to the House, T should bring
about the parting of the ways, and that
I could no longer remain true to the
principles with whieh I have been asso-
ciated, and which I have advocated for
more than a quarter of a century. It
has also been said that (his is really a
bribe to myself. Those hon. gentlemen
who ocenpy the Treasury bench and those
who support them have, T think, suffi-
cient knowledge of me, seeing I have
been for 10 years a member of this
House, to know that there ix no possible
cliance of purchasiug me or my prinei-
ples in any way. in the House or out
of it. I want to say if I am appointed
to this position by a majority of the
members of the Honse, 1 will aceept
it, and will try to do my duty in the
position as I have done by the party
with which I have been associaled for
a quarter of a century; and if the ac-
ceptance of that position prevents me
in the slightest degree from putting for-
ward the views I may hold on (uestions
before the Honse when I am not sitting
in the chair, I shall at onee relinguish
that post. T say it is for the people
whom T represent, the labour people of
this eountry, to judge as to whether, in
submiil{ing myself to the House for the
position whielt 18 in the gift of the
llouse, T have departed from any of
those principles for the advocating eof
which [ have been returned to Parlia-
ment. Jf the House thinks I am compe-
tent and eapable of fulfilling that posi-
tion after vears of expenence as a mem-
ber and ihree years as Deputy-Chairman
—during which F have done a good deal
of that work—if members think I am
capable of filling that position to the
satisfaction of the House and with cre-
dit to myself, T wounld be wantinz if
T did met swbmit myself to the will -of
the House. I shall regard it not only as
an honour to myself, but as an honour to
my econstitnency and te the party to
whieh I belong if T am ‘thonght eapable
of filling the position,

Me. SPEAKER: The memher for Al-

‘hany used an expression whieh I must

eall upon him to withdraw. T intended
to do =o before, bui T expeeted that the
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member for Mount Margaret would him-
self take exception to it. The member
for Albany said that the member for
Mount Margaret was about to accept a
bribe.

Mr. Price: TIn what sense must I
withdraw ?

Mr. SPEAKER: In the ordisary
sense.

Mr. Price: I said I felt a certain
thing.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member

said the member for Mount Margaret
was about o aceept a bribe.

Mr. Price: With all due respeet to
the Chair, T must deny having said that
the member for Mount Margaret was
aecepting a bribe,

Mr. SPEAKER: All right; if the
hon. member denies it that is sufficient.

Mr. Price: I must absolutely deny
having said it. If there is any doubt
ahout it could we not get the record?

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no occa-
sion; 1 am satisfied to take the member’s
word.

Bitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr, TROY (Mt Magnet) : Having op-
posed the nomination of the member for
Mt. Margaret and favoured the appoint-
ment of the member for Murray, I may
conelude my opposition with a few re-
marks. It is no use labouring the ques-
tion, but we cannot get away from the
fact that after gll it is a matter of tactics
of both sides of ihe Honse. The Minis-
terial party have nominated the member
for Mt. Margaret, not becanse they be-
lieve he has more ability than members
.on their own side of the House, or even
than members on this side of the House,
but beeause he is the only member of the
Opposition who will accept the nomina-
tion despite the wishes of his fellow mem-
bers on this side. The member for Boul-
der, I consider, has taken a moest illogical
position, inasmueh as while he admits
that peither party is more virtuous than
the other in regard to these tacties, at the

-same fime he can bardly execuse the con-
duct of a member of his own side being
‘antrre to his party any more than he
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would excuse a member of the Govern-
ment side being untrae to his party. This
is the position. If Government members
will not damage their own party by tak-
ing one of their members and putting him
in a certain position, we are justified, on
the Opposition side, in not giving away
any advantage to our opponenic. When
Mr. Taylor takes the Chair that will be
the position.. There is nothing high nor
lofty in the business; it is all party tac-
tics. The Ministry nominated the member
for Mt. Margaret for this position becausc
it will deprive the Opposition of a vote
when the neeessity arises, and the member
for Mt Margaret takes this position
against the +wishes of his own party.
There are memhers on the Government
side who wonld like the position; the
member for Swan says he would like it
if he were nominated by his own party;
but though members on the Government
side would like the position, they have
sufficient loyalty to their cause and their
chief to refuse to sybmit themselves for
election, because they know that if they
do so they will be doing an mjury to their
pariy and their party will lose a vote.
That is just the position. I leave the
matter now in the hands of the member
for Mt. Margaret; if he desires to play
into the hands of Lis opponents let him
do so. But in regard to principle some
further proof is required of adherenee to
principle than mere talking principles. A
man is judged also by his actions,

Mr. Underwood: ©Ob, let it go for
Hieaven’s sake!

Mr. TROY: If the hon. membler by
taking this position will weaken his party
that is fighting for principles then he is
not adhering to principle,

Mr. Underwood: We know all abont
that.

Mr. TROY: I am obliged to the mem-
ber for Pilbara for his assursnce that I
bave even convinced him; but I want to
convince the member for Monnt Mar-
garet not the member for Pilbara. The
member for Pilbara would net allow him-
self to be made use of in the manner that
the member for Mt, Margarei is doing.
However, I hope the member for Mt.
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Marparet will take the wisest step pos-
sible in the eirenmstances.

Question (that Mr. Taylor be elected)
put, and a division taken witk the follow-
ing result:—

Ayes - .- o224
Nues .. . .. 17
Majority for L. 7
AYES.
Mr. Brown Mr. Horan
Mr. Carson Mr. Layman
Mr. Colller . Mr. Male
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Daglish Mr. Monger
Mr. Davies Mr. B. F. Moore
Mr. Draper Mr. Murphy
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Nanson
Mr. George Mr. Osborn
‘Mr. Gregory Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hardwick My. F. Wilson
Mr, Harper Mr. Gordon
{Teller).
"Nozs.
*Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath . Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Bolton Mr, Price
Mr. GIll Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Goarley Mr. Swan
Mr. Heitmann Mr. Troy
-Mr. Holman Mr, Ware
Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Jobnson | (Teller),

Question thus passed; Mr., Taylor
elected as Chairman of Committees.

Congratulations.

‘On Mr. Taylor taking the Chair in
Committee on the Health Bill,

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson)
said: I beg to extend to you, Mr. Tayler,
my hearty congratulations on your having
béen. elected to the responsible position
of Chairman of Committees. I do so
after having had considerable experieace
of you as Acting Chairman on many ocea-
sions for a number of years, and I feel
sufe I am echoing the opinions of the
great majority of mewbers of the House
when T say that you, by your strictly im-
partial behaviour in the Chair, will merit
the support of megmbers of the ITouse.

«The CHATRMAN: I thank members
for electing me.

Mr. Angwin: Not all members, only a
portion.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—HEALTH.
In Commitiee.
Resumed from 15th September; Mr.
Taylor in the Chair, the Mlinister for
Mipes in charge of the Bill.

Clause 7—Ineorporation of Central
Board: )

The CHAIRMAN: An amendment had
been moved that in line 1 all the words
after “The” be struck out and the follow-
ing inserted in lien, “general administra-
tion of this Act shall be under the eon-
trol of a Minister of the Crown.”

Mv. BATH: On the night the member
for Bunbury, the ex-Premier, unnonnced
his intended resignation the Committee
were discussing the clanse and the amend-
ment. The Minister for Mines had sought
to justify the retention of the provision
as it stood in the Bill for administration
by a central board of health, and the dis-
eussion narrowed down to a choice be-
tween administration by that board and
administration by a medical officer di-
rectly respoosible to a Minister of the
Crown controlling that department. Mem-
bers who advocated the latter did not
necessarily advocate the establishment of
a separate department, thongh public
health was a matter sufficientiy important
to warrant the constitution of a new de-
partment, and if one were cstablished
there would be few people who wounld not
agree to it, because everywhere publie
health was receiving increased attention,
and by the diseoveries and researches of
medical scientists we were able to eope
with diseases and insanitary conditions
that in the past levied a very heavy {oll
of life. The Minister for Mines declared
it was necessary to fix the responsihility.
It was for that very reason one advocated
the constitution of a separate department
and the appointment of a medical officer
of public health responsible to the Mini~
ster. With a board there was divided res-
poensibility as well as weakness in admini-
stration; and there was no pablic ¢on:
cern where if was more necessary to have
promptitade in action, or to have those
charged with the administration ahle:to,
move quickly and prompily and without.
the encumbrances of red-tapeism or the
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necessity for eonsulting a number of in-
dividuals, than with public health matters,
Numerous instances eould be quoted, the
introduction, say, of one of the scourges
imported from Asialic countries, such as
bubonic plagre, cholera, or suallpox. It
was on those oceasions that promptitule
in action was the great essential, if the
epidemic were {o be nipped in the bud.
The Minister tried to voice an argument
for the retention of the central board by
saying that members had advoeated the
constitution of boards in other direetions,
such as an advisory board responsible lo
Parliament to veport on railway proposi-
tions. The two things were not parallel.
One was to report on a particular matter,
the construction of a railway, and the
other dealt with the adndnistration of
public health. The latter proceeded from
day to day, from week to week, and from
year to year. It was a maiter of adminis-
tration, and in health matters administra.
tion was the all important factor. It
was admitted on all sides, not only by
ihose who advocated a central anthority
with considerable powers, but also by tlhe
advocates of the loeal authorities. ihat we
must have effectual central control in the
matter. The member for lloechourne had
tried to eonviet him of inconsistency
when he said thet on tke one hand he
(Mr. Bath) bad declared in favour cf
Ineal government, while on the other hand
le desired to coneentrate the power in the
hands of a central administration. 1f
the hon. member would read what he said
he would see he had formed an incorrect
idea. We should get effective loeal ad-
ministration if it were possible to obtain
it, but all knew that in Western A astralia
the inadegnate franchise, and the fact
that sueh a franehise enabled those most
vitally interested in preventing effective
health administration to eonirol the local
governments, made it almost impossible
to secure effective administration by re-
posing the whole, or & larwe amount, of
the powers in the: hands of the Inenl
anthorities. Nearly every witness who
zave evidence before the select committee
in 1905—those from the eentral board, as
well as those voieing the views of the loecal
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authoritigs—agreed that it was nercssary
to give control to a central anthority.
There would be smoother working throngh
s direct department, or a wmedical olficer
of health responsible to the Minister, than
with the present Central Board of Health.
It must be remembered that those who
had as it were partial representatior on
local boards had full representation so
far as this Parliament was concerned, and
through Parliament to the Minister of
the Crown who, for the time being,
would be placed at the head of this de-
partment of publie bealth. While they
would invest the Principal Medieal Oflicer
with sufficient power to enable bim to
act with promptitude in the direction of
public health, if that officer were likely to
overstep the mark, to aet in an arbitrary
manner neot justified in the eircumstances,
or in a way that might be unduly oppres-
sive on the local authorities, even when
they carried out their duties properly, the
people, through their representatives,
would be able to bring that influence to
hear which would secure either a change
in the methods of the officer or the substi-
tution of some other officer in his place.
It bad been said that we must have a
ceniral board made up of a number of
individuals, as it was necessary to include
those skilled in various branches of publie
health work. The Minister said it was
not only necessary to have a medical offi-
eer, but also to have an architect who was
aequainted with publiec buildings, and
scientists.

The Minister for Mines:
ologist.

Mr. BATH: There would have to be,
according to the Minister, scientists
skilled in the prineipal branches of med-
ical research, so that the various sides
of the work might be represented. But
one could have all that advice and as-
sistance without constituting a central
board. There should be in the chief
officer of health one who by his creden-
tials and ability would be able to give
that thorough and prompt general ad-
ministration whieh was so essentizl. He
would naturally, in carrying out his
duties, gather round bim a staff repre-

A baeteri-
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senting the various branches of public
health work, He would have all skilled
men, and at the same time we would coa-
centrate the responsibility on one indi-
vidual; whereas, with the central board,
the respounsibility would be divided, and
it would be difficult to say where the re-
sponsibility should be fixed. These ar-
cuments had actnated him in advocating
the constitution of a department or sub-
department of health, or rather the se-
lection of one officer who would be the
head of the Health Department, and who
would have the responsibility under a
responsible Minister of the Crown. By
that method we could ensure much more
effective administration than could be
secured under the constitution of a cen-
tral board as set out in the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In
the first place he desired to assure mem-
bers that in regard to this measure he
looked upon it as one of such great im-
portance that he bad not the slightest
intention in any circumstauce of treat-
ing it in the nature of a party question.
He would leave it to the good sense of the
Committee to decide how to aet. In
asking members to agree that the ad-
ministration should be subjeet to the
powers given to the Minister in the Bill,
he would urge thai there should be a
central board instead of a principal med-
ical officer, and it would be wise in this
respect to carry the measure as drafted.
In the event of the amendment of the
member for Cue being carried, he wonld
have the Bill redrafted to make pro-
vision for the Minister to control the
measure, and for the appointment of a
principal medical officer. In such eir-
cumstanees the Bill would have to be
remodelled, but no great delay would
be occasioned, if that were necessary,
as the Bill would be ready to be pro-
cceded with next Tuesday. The object
of the member for Cue was to get Min-
isterial eontrol.

Mr. Heitmann: That is quite so. I
want direet Ministerial control.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for Brown IHill argued for a
principal medical officer. Under the Bill
there was provision for a central board
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with expert advisers and—a point net
mentioned by the member for Brown
Hill--two representatives of the local
authorities also on the bvard. We must
have the local authorifies.

Mr. Johnson: Why?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In
a country such as this wilth enormous
areas, il would be ahsolutely impossible
to administer, at the present time any-
how, a measure of this sort if all ad-
ministration were controlled by a QGov-
ernment department. Having the local
aathorities, it was suggested that instead
of there being only a prineipal medieal
officer there should be a board consist-
ing of a prinecipal medical officer and two
experl advisers and, for the purpose of
trying (o create harmony between the
local authorities and the eentral aunthor-
ities, two representatives of the loeal
authorities. The State would be grouped
into two divisions, each of whieh would
elect one representative to the board.
The local authorities would be able to
push forward the desives and aspira-
tions of the loeal hoards, and tbus cause
the hetter working of health matters
generally. Some member had soggested
1t wonld be beiter tu get rid of the two
nominee members, but that wonld, to
his mind, be a mistake. The appoint-
ment of representatives of the loeal auth-
orities would create better harmony and
feelings between the loeal authorities and
those econtrolling the administration of
the measure. [t must be undersiood that
the Bill was one dealing with highly
technical details almost from start to
finish. The Minister understood the de-
sires of the publie, but whben it came to
a question of administration, although
he could give effect to the desires of
the people, the only means of
administration must be by a prinei-
pal medical officer, who to a great ex-
tent would be supreme. As upposed to
that sysiem, there was tiie one suggested
in the Bill whereby there should be ob-
taived the adviee of two experts, and. ni
two nominees from the loeal authorities.
The Commitiee should agree to = the
clause as it was printed, but if fthe
amendment were earried on a division
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it would make no difference. The good
sense of members should lead them to
understand that with a central bourd of
five members there would be betier ad-
ministration than if the whole thing
were under the coutrol of one officer.

My, JOHNSON: As a general prin-
¢iple he objected to the delegation of
such work to a board. As a general
prineiple it was wrong, but nuthing could
be worse than leaving tie coutrol of the
health of the people to an extent to an
irresponsible board. We knew well that
the hoard to-day was not giving geueral
satisfaction. To-day the Minister had
absolule power over the beavd, but he
did not exereise that pewer; it was gen-
evally vecognised thal the administra-
tion was in the hands of the board. The
Minister made a big point of (e fact
that apart from the experts on Lhe board
there would be two representatives from
local hoards. How c¢onld the Minister
expect that these divisions would get
the same representation oun the board as
would be given by 50 members of Parlia-
ment, if the administration were under
the control of the Minister. TFor in-
stance, to-day there was represenmtation
granted to the TFastern Goldlields,
and the gentleman who was sup-
-posed  to  represent the poldfields
represented merely Kalgoorlie, because his
assuciation was confined to Kalgoorlie,
Previously there was @ representative
from Boulder, and he represented only
Boulder. 1f the Minisler had voulroel
of the adwministration of heulth it would
become the responsivilily of ench mem-
ber of Parliament te iake an aclive in-
terest in the welfare of his own dis-
triet from a health point of view, and
then every member would hecome a di-
reet representafive as far as the health
of his partieular cleetorate was con-
cerned. There was ncthing more nmport-
ant than that the healily of the people
should be directly uuder the contrel of
the people, and there was only oue way
to bring that about and that was by
Ministerial contrel. It was pleasing to
see thal the Minister was not making a
party question of the atter.

The MINISTER T0ORd MINES: 1If
members wonld losk at Clause # they
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would find that the fullest power was
given there to enable the desive sought
by hen, members o he given to ihe Min-
ister; the Minister would be able to
suprrsede any act or any notice of the
central hoard.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Ii was abso-
lutely necessary fur the health of the
peaple of the Slaute that considerably
more atiention should he paid to the
question in the fufwe than had been
{lie case in the past. In the past there
hal been the systern of the wmedical offi-
cer conlrolling the whole question of
health, and it had Cniled to give salls-
faetion. That being so it beeame neecs-
sary (o try different methods. The health
of the people was oune of the most, if
not the most, important question in West-
ern Australia, and was worthy of the
attenlivn of the Minister of the Crown.
The Minister said that we would have
to deal to a greal extent with the merely
practieal details,

The Mivister Lor Mines:
details,

My, UNDERWOOD : Our railways, our
education, and vur mining and all these
Hhings eonsisted entirely of techuiealities;
bui there was a bigger question than that,
The Minister seemed to be of opinion
that {his should be handed over to a
nedical officer because there were Lech-
iical details,

T'lte Minister for Mines: I dv not want
that; 1 want a board.

Mo, UNDERWOOD : Under the boavd
svslenr we woulld not be controlled by a
board but a prineipal medienl officer: a
prineipal medical aotficer who had beeu
rearedd and who lad lived all his life
among what might be termed a medieal
wen's trades uvuion, aml aceording  to
whnt we knew of human nature, he would
have the inlerests of his fellow men in
that profession at heart. [If everything
that was drafted by way of remnlation
for controllingy medicnl men, and medical
men required control jusl as well as tram
drivers or limber cutters. in whatever re-
culation were framed, the prineipal medi-
cal ollicer would alwavs eonsider the in-
torests of the profession to some exlent
again=l tle inlerests of the zenecial publie.
I members turned to an issue of he

Technical
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Government Gazetie published in 1891
they would find regulations eontrolling
medieal oflicers. The pamphlet contain-
ing those regulations bad been allowed to
go out of print, and the only place where
one could find the regulations
which these men were employed was in
an issue of the Government Gazetle of
1891, ‘There were many regulations lay-
ing down what a medical officer had to
do fur his money, but in every instance,
except attending a civil servant free of
charge, there was a proviso that the doc-
tor could use his own discretion, and that
had been brought about by the fact {hat
we had allowed the whole question to be
administered by the wedical profession
instead of having a Minister in control.
The position would be that we proposed
to appeint a board, the controlling officer
would be a permanent head and he would
be made chairman and would bhe ap-
pointed during the pleasure of the Gov-
ernment and would retain his appeint-
ment practically for life. His colleagues
on that board wonld be appointed from
lime to time and it would follow, exeepl
in very rare cases, that the whole of fhal
board wonld be dominated by the prin-
cipal medical officer. The Minister, in-
stend of having this hoavd. should appoin;
permanent officers of the ¢ivil service (o
help him to carry out the work. Tl was
clear that with permnanent officers work-
ing under a Minister, as in all other de-
partments, we would have far more =alis-
factory results than we were ever likely
to get under the system of handiny Lhe
whole of the control over to the mediceal
professionn. There was a cerfain amount
of truth in the contentiun that it was not
fair to stand up in the House and erifi-
eise officers of varivus departmenis whoe
had not the right to reply. If we made
the Minister responsible for this depart-
ment, then there would be 1o oeeasion (o
criticise anybody else in respeet to the
admivistvabion of the department. We
had in our midst robbers of the worst
kind making excellent livings by selling
nostrams that were in some eases injuri-
ous and in almost all worthless; yet these
people were frequently pillars of the
chureh and considered to he right thinking
ciiizens, Why had they been allowed fo

under .
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continue their nefarious practices? To a
very great extent because {be medical pro-
fession had nol dealt fairly by the gen-
eral publie,

Tlte Minister for Mines: They are asl-
ing for the power to do so.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: To allow
medical protession Lo eonirol the Aet
which was supposed to conirol the pro-
fession would be to hand over to ihe pro-
fession too mueh power altogether, It
was to be hoped the amendment would be
varried.

AMe, MURPIY: The amendment was
deserving of support, As ex-chairman
of an important local board of health he
conld way there were in every loealily
local conditions whieh 1o central board
comld know anvthing of and which could
only be efficienily dealt with by (he loeal
authovities,  As far as his experience
went he knew that in regard to these loeal
eonditions {here was nothing but inter-
ference hy the central board, nolwith-
standing the ignorance of the board in
respect to these conditions. Much of this
interferenee was indulged in merely lo
show authorily, regardless of conserjuence.
Under Clanse 44 the Minister could exer-
cise all the powers conferred upon the
proposed central hoard; hut the Minis-
ter wonld never {ake it upon himself to
exercise these powers until a dispute took
place between a local authority and the
ceniral honrd, 1Perhaps il was right, but
certainly in ninety-nine cases ot of n
hundred the Colonial Secrelary, whoever
he wipght be, would nphold the action of
the central board in sueh a dispute. There
was no reason why a prineipal medieal
officer eould not advise the Minister as
well as could the central board. Apart
from the Prineipal Medical Officer the
members of such a hoard were by no
nreans qualified to give an expert opinion
with regard to the healih regunirements of
any  parlienlar locality. There was a
danger in abandming Ministerial control:
for instanee, it was a bad day for the
Siate when the administration of the Fre-
mantle harbour had been passed over {o a
trust.  As ex-chairman of the Fremantle
Local Board of Healih lte could say that
while doing nothing to improve the health
of Fremantle the eentral board by their

the
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interference had very often made it a
great deal worse,

Mr, BOLTON: Judging the central
board on resnlts up to date that body
should be wiped out. There had been
friction all the time between the central
board and the local boards, yet under the
Bill it was proposed to give the central
hoard additional powers. For some years
the presence of Dr. Lovegrove at the
head of the central board had been tol-
erated, notwithstanding that it was most
unsatisfactory to the loeal boards; and
although the Minister had power 1o in-
terfere he had taken no aetion whatever,
indeed he had backed up Dr. Lovegrove
until, eventually, the services of that offi-
cer had to be dispensed with. The samne
acute position wounld again arise, and he
{Mr. Bolton) conld not coneeive the pre-
sent Colonial Secrefary disagreeing with
the eeniral board. The provision under
Clanse 44, giving the Minister power of
veto, would be of no use whatever. The
House should have the right fo hold the
Minister responsible, Tt was to be hoped
the amendment would be earried, if only
for the reason that it would result in
doing away with the existing friction
between the central board and the local
authorities,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
references to the alleged friction existing
between local authorities and the eentral
board was somewhat incomprehensible in
view of the fact that at the last confer-
ence of municipal aszociations in Western
Australia a resolution bad been passed
affirming the Bill and the principle of the
cenfral board as against control by a
principal medical officer.

Mr. Bolton: There were present at that
conference only 18 ont of 104,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
seeretary of the health department also
had advised that the loecal authorities had
passed resolutions agreeing that the sys-
tem of a central board was more con-
venient for them than the placing of the
control under one officer. If we abolished
the Central Board of Healih it would be
necessary 4o have a chief medieal officer,
or a commissioner of health. The admin-
istrator of the Bill must be a permanent
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officer, so that we would be giving full
power (o one man instead of to a board
on which the local authorities conld have
representation. Taking all the ecircum-
stances into consideration, the Central
Board of Health was more likely to give
satisfaetion,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It might oeceur
with the present Minister, but no chief
nmedical officer would get past him (Mr.
Underwood), if he were Minister, regula-
tinns protecting the medical profession
such as there were in existence to-day.
It was possible to get Ministers with suffi-
cient intelligence to control the heads of
their departments and not to be controlled

. by them.

Mr. HEITMANN: Little interest was
displayed in health matters by Ministers,
Parliaments or Governments in this State,
because the responsibility was taken from
the Minister and put on a board. The
whole qualifieation for the laymen to be
elected to the board proposed in the Bill
would be membership of a health board
or munigipal counell; bub that really was
a disqualification, because these laymen
would be representing vested inlerests,
which would prevent them speaking
plainly with regard o matters that
would most likely affect the persons re-
sponsible for their appoiniment. 1n
eontrol of these depsrrments we shouid -
have the most highly trained men we
could get. Where was the responsibit’iy
now on the gentleman who came down
from Kalgoorlie once a month and speat
an hour at a meeting of the Central
Board of Health? There was no sense
in doing business in that way, and we
asked no qualification from this gentle-
man. The tendency throughaout the other
States of Ausiralia was to bring health
matters as elose as possible to Parliament.
It meant greater attention to health mat-
ters, and the criticism that was evoked
in Parliament meant progress, The many
technieal matters to be dealt with eould
not be dealt with by laymen. Ii was not
a new system that the amendment ad-
vocated. We had already adopted the
system in our railways and in other de-
pariments of having administration by
responsible officers. and no department
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was of more impoctanee than a healih
department.

The Minister for Mines: You will
get no more Ministerial eontrol with a
chief medical officer than with a board.

Mr. HEITMANN: It was better to
have one man to whom the Minister
could look and upon whom the Minister
could place the responsibility. Now the
Principal Medical Officer could  say,
““The hoard did it."" and ihere was an
end of it. The object of the amendmeni
was that the Minister should pay greater
atlenfion fo health matters than had
heen the case so far: it meant more pro-
gress and a higher standard of efliciency
in publie health matters.

Mr. ANGAWIN: The lareest gather.
ings of those taking an interest in loeal
government matters had eoudemned on
move than one oceasion, and by large
majorities, the system of administration
by a central board. The Miunister, real-
ising that dissatisfaction existed, to gef
over the difficulty proposed to give loeal
boards of health the opportunity of not.e-
inating two members tn a central hoavd:
but these persons so nominated would
not he persons of professional ahility.
_The number of gentlemen on loeal boards
with professional ability was very small.
If it was neeessary to have a board at
all it should be a board of departmental
experts. We had in our departments
several officers holding the highest dip-
lomas in health it was possible to oh-
tain, also the (fovernment Arehilect.
enpineers skilled in sewerrge matters,
lhe Government Analyst. and the Crown
Law officers. The Minisler pointed oul
that members of loeal boards who had
to go to the electors might not earry
out their duties in a proper manner he-
cause they might give offence in doing
s0. That might or might not be se, but
if it were so how much more would
that stale exist in regard to the cen-
tral board, where the members had tn
earn Lheir livelihood in a piivate eapae-
ity. Officers of the department werc,
it would probably be found, in favour
of Ministerial control.
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The Minister for Mines: They want a
central board.

dr. ANGWIN: If the Minister would

" give the olticers of his department an op-

poriunity to deal with the health of the
State, grant them suffieient inspectors,
let them wee rhat ihe locnl boards car-
ried out their duties properly, throw a
zreater responsibility on the focal boards
and let those hoards koow that they
musl ook after the health of their dis-
triet, evervthing would go much hetter,
Tt the Bill were carried as it stood it
would mean greater negleel on the part
of loca! boards. The Minpister had said
that noi mueh dissatisfaction existed at
present with the eentral board. In the
Fast Fremantle distriet there had never
heen any disagreement with the central
hoard, and for this reason: The central
board visited Lhe distriet and the in-
spectors went arvound. with the resull
thai eerinin orvders were issned with re-
uard to dairies in the distriet.  Those
orders were obeyed. and the resnlt was
that cvery dairvman eleared out of the
distriet and never returned,

Mr. Brown: Yon wonld have the same
with experts.

Mr, ANGWIN: The difference would
be that 1he orders ixsued to the local
hoards would be framed in sueh a man-
ner {hat (he public health would be pra-
teeted; whereas to-day, where there were
some inexperienced men without profes-
sional standing issning orders, withont
knowing whether they were necessary or
nof, dissatisfaction arose. At present
many matters were pnt before the cen-
tral hoard by the Prineipal Medieal
Ofiicer and. in the absence of profes-
sionnl men on that board. it would not
be known whether that advice was right
or wrong, amd instraetion were issned
whielh might eause, and did cause at
times, ereat dissatisfoetion.

Awendment pul, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Aves . .. B |
Wnes .. .. o2
Atie .. 0
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AYES.
Mr. Angwln Mr. Johnsor
Mr. Bath Mr. McDowall
Mr. Belton Mr. Murphy
Mr. Colller Mr. OtLoghlen
Mr. Gil¥ Mr. W. Price
Mr. Gourley Mr. Ecaddan
Mr. Heltmanp Mr. Swan
Mr. Holman Mr. Troy
Mr. Horan Mr. Ware
Mr. Hudsor Mr. Underwood
Mr. Jacoby {Teller).
Noes
Air. Brown Mr. Tfarper
Mr. Carson Mr. Keenan
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Male
Mr. Daglish Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Davies Mr. Monger
Mr. Draper Mr. S. F. Moore
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Nanson
Mr. George Mr. Plesse
Mr. Gordon Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gregory Mr. Layman
Mr. Hardwick (Teller).

The CHAIRMAN: It is my task to
vote for the “Ayes”” It is unnecessary
for me to give my reasons as I have al-
ready indicated to the House my views
on this question.

Amendment thus passed; the clanse as
amended agreed to.

Clause S—8Seal of central board:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Owing
to the resnlt of the division just taken
it would be necessary to re-draft these
clauses, therefore he would move to re-
port progress. As to the result of the
division, he might again inform members
that it was his desire that the Bill should
not be trenfed in any way as a party mea-
sure, and that members should vote ae-
cording to their convietions in order
to frame a satisfactory Bill. He in-
tended, as in eonneection with the present
amendment, to aecept what alterations
might be decided upon by the Committee,
unless they should be of a nature that
would, in his opinion, destroy the Bill

Progress reported.

BILL—LICENSING.
In Commitiee,

Resumed from 13th September ; Mr.
Taylor in the Chair. the Attorney General
in e¢harge of the Bill

Clause 32 — Packet Licenses — [An
amendment had been moved by Mr,
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Muwrphy to strike out the words “Provided
that Section 111 of this Aet shall not
apply to a packet license”]:

Mr. MURPHY : It was the desire of
all members, no matter what their opin-
ions might be on the liguor question, that
hefore the session closed some form of
local option should be given to the people
ta deal with at the next general elections.
The amendment had been moved by him
hecause by Clause 111 no hotel .would be
allowed to sell liquor on Sundays, Good
Fridays, or Christmas Day to anyane but
a boarder, or a bona fide traveller; and
in eonneetion with packet licenses, per-
mission had been given in the past for
the sale of liquor on boats leaving Perth
and going down the river on exenrsion
trips.

The Premier: Their customers are lim-
ited.

Mr. MURPHY : Tleir costomers were
80 namerous that the publicans would like
to have them on Sunday.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The evils pictured
by the member for Fremantle did not
exist. When the ecomimittee reached
Clause 111 it was to he hoped the mem-
ber for Fremantle would be found sup-
porting the leader of the Opposition in
providing for Sunday opening during
limited hours, and that would do away
with the necessity for'telling lies in ovder
to seeure liquor. Having travelled on
these excursion steamers duving the past
three vears he had never been a witness
of drunkenness.

Mr. Murphy: [ did not say that.

Mr. LOGHLEN: Then what was the
object of striking out the subclanse?

Mr. TNDERWOOD: It was desirous
that the House shonld pass a loeal option
hill, and if that eould not be done it was
absolutely necessary that some bill should
he passed—a shorf bill for preference—
dealing with the eontrol of the liquor
traffie, and leaving the local option elauses
uut, There was a section which repre-
sented the liguor trade who wanted fo
elose up evervthing connected with the
sale of aleohol, exeepting the publicaus
licenses, nnd there were the opponents of
the trade who wanted to close up every-
thinz ineluding publicans’ general licen-
ses. He found himself between these two,
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Tf the member for Fremantle veconsidered
this question, he must surely drop it

My, SCADDAN: Why should we give
unlimited license to boats plying on the
viver any more ithan to any other part of
the State? There would be less drinking
on Sunday, requiring less watching, and
less perjury in the eounrts, and also in the
streets if the hotels were permitted to he
open on Sunday during limited hours.
This limited sale of liquor on the Sabbath
eould also be made to apply to packets,
and the penalty could be made so severe
for selling outside those hours that the
result would he less drinking on the Sah-
bath.

Mr, MURPHY : Tt was his intention to
move at a later stage that the whole ques-
tion of the bona fide traveller should he
struck out. and that there should be nn
such thing; and that uwnder no eireum-
stances, except in the case of sickness,
should any hotel or club be permitted to
supply liquor on Sunday.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A per.
son travelling on boats was a bona fide
traveller within the meaning of the Act,
and if on landing he went to a public
house he would be entitled (o obtain a
drvink. There were only seven of these
packet licenses in existence in the Siate
at the present time. nand before hon, mem-
hers decided (o deprive the boats of the
privileges of snpplying liqguor on Sunday
they should ask themselves what wonld
he the result of doing this.

Mr. Angwin: Knock off some of the
profits of the ship owners.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Thal
was exactly what the rvesuli would he.
and the ship nwners wounld be affected to
such an extent that probably it would not
pay them to run boats at all.

Mr. Angwin: They ran them before
they had the license.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: These
boats could not he run profitably with-
out a packet license, The opportunity
had been given him to peruse the balance
sheet of one of the principal hoats, and
it showed exaetly the amount that was
derived from passenger fares and from
the sale of liquor, both intoxicants and
temperance drinks. But for the sale of
drink and other refreshments these hoats
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would show a heavy loss on thely run-
ning. As it was, they showed no profit.
It must be recognised that these boats
travelling on Sundays afforded innocent
and acceptable recreation to large num-
bers of the general publie, aud he ven-
tnred to think that if by reason of the
acceptance of the amendment we were to
Jose these boais from the river we wonld
be paying too muech for esiablishing the
prineiple, He did not know that there
had been any demand for-the action pro-
posed by the member for Fremantle, Per-
somally he would prefer that no intoxi-
eanis were sold on these boats, at least
wlhile he was on them, but if one had to
judge between the beats selling intoxi-
cants and the doing away of these boats
altogether, one wounld prefer to maintain
the existing conditions, He hoped mem-
bers would consider the praetical conse-
fuences of theiv action if they were to
deny ihe hoats the privilege of dispensing
infoxicants on Sunday.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Aitorney General
had been wrong in his assertion that a
persem travelling on a loat could, im-
mediately after leaving the hoai, obtain
liqnor at a shore hotel on the seore of
being a bona fide traveller. That was in-
correct becanse the only disiance contem-
plated in the clanse dealing with bona
fide travellers was the distance hetween
the place where the traveller had slept
the previous night and the hounse at which
he demanded liquor. /

Mr. Gill: If he started from Perth he
could get Liquor on arrival at Fremantle.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Minister had said
that snch a man could go away from
Perth and on his return demand liguor
ashore.

The Attormey General: No.

Mr. SCADDAN: It was well known
that down the river cerfain hotels existed
simply on the traffic they obtained under
the bona fide travellers clause, and that
boats ran from Perth fo these down-the-
river hotels in order that the licensees
thereof might secure the Sunday trade.
The position was ahsurd, and should not
be tolerated.

Mr. KEENAN: The clause the leader
of the Opposition proposed to insert
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would mean that during certain prescribed
hours liguor might be sold on Sundays.
But the steamers that ran on the river
tnight be tied up te¢ their moorings during
the grealer portion of these hours, and
therefore wonld not be engaged in river
traflic, OQbviously the elause could not be
made to apply to the steamers, These
steawmers ran, at the most, one or two trips
on  the Sunday; therefore the position
which the leader of the Opposition feared
could not avise, namely, the steamer con-
tinuously plying on the river throughout
the Sunday in order to sell liquor. It was
with some difliculty that the steamers gol
a full load of passengers for two trips a
day, and if these trips were multiplied
they would not get the public. He (M.
Keenan) differed from the asserlion of
the Attorney General that the steamers
would not run if their packet licenses
were taken away from them and that they
managed to continue their existence only
by reason of the sale of liquor. From
personal observation he knew that the
amount of liguor consumed on these
steamers on Sundays was iufinitesimal.
In all the trips he himself had taken he
had not seen anyone the worse for liguor.
He hoped the Bill would nol be framed
v the lines of laying down absurd rules
for the conduet of human beings. 1f the
Bill were framed on reasonable lines il
wuuld be a sueeess, but if hon. members
were going to altempt to make artificial
angels of human beings the measure
would be an absolute failnve.  Lle huped
the amendment would not be agred lo.

Mr. BATH : While the Attorney Gene-
ral had assured the Committee that the
Sunday liquor trade on these steamers
was so great that it was absolutely neces-
sary in order to allow the boats to run,
the member for Kalgzoorlie, speaking from
experience. had told hon. members that
the amount ot higuor suld on these boats
on Swilavs was mfinitesimal. |t seemel
to him {Me, Bath) a libel on human nature
Lo =ay that pevple counld not have a day
ou the river without spending all their
(e in the bar of one of these boats.
He failed Lo see the justificarion for dif-
Ferential  {reaimenl as  Delween these
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packet licenses and other licenses pres-
cribed in the Bill. Whatever might be
the motive ot the member for Fremantle
—and some said be bad moved his amend-
ment in the interests of public louses—
Le (Mr. Bath) bad intended himself to
move this amendment, and conseguently
he was going to support it.

Mr. BROWN: Coless au assurance was
fortheoming from the Minister in charge
of the Bill that the steainers wonld not be
allowed to sell liguor on Suudays he wounld
supporl the awmendment.

Mr, ANGWIN: Untid two years ago
nothing had been heard of the pecessity
for making any difference between these
packet  licenses and other licenses set
torth in the Bill, This innovation was in-
troduced in the Legislative Couucil by a
gentleman of the legal profession who had
been defeatcd in an application in court,
and whe moved an amendment to a Bill
dealing simply with wine licenses in order
to provide that ibese pleasure steamers
could have their bavs open on Sundays.
There was nv need for these pleasure
steaniers to sell liquor on Sunday. I{ was
absurd tv say people on these steamers
did not get drink. How was it then that
some of them were so overcome that Lhey
tell into the river? We should abolish
the sale of intoxicating liquor on these
steamers for the sake of the women aund
children who wished to enjoy viver execur-
sions on the Sabbath. [t was a fact that
these steamers would run for almost no-
thing as long as they had the bar trade.

My, JOHNNSON: It was apparent the
Atlorney General supported the provision
in the interests, not of the public, but of
the proprietors of the steamers.

The Alerney General: That is unot the
case.

Mr. JOHXNSON: Many people vefused
to travel on these hoats because of the
disgracetul scenes lhat oecurred threugh
the bar trade. We should consider the
interests ol the women and childven first.
Surely men could do without liquor dur-
ing the hours these boats were trading.
Many men made fouls of themselves ow-
ing to the aleohulic ligquors they eonsumedd
on these trips. Tt was distinetly objee-
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tionable Lo coniinue this bar trade on
Sundays. 1f it was eontinued the natural
corollary would be to open hotels on Sun-
days.

Amendment put and a division called
for.

Mr. Brown: The member for Murray,
Mr. George, was seated at the wriiing
table on the Government side of the Cham-
ber and could not be seen by ihe leller.

Mr. George: What is the question?

The Chairman: The question was put
clearly to the Committee and the hon.
member shonld have heard il. As the
Lion. memher was within the precinets ol
the Chamber his vote must he taken ac-
cording 1o the side of the House on which
he was seated.

Division resulted as follows :—

Ayes .. - .. 16
Noes .. .- e 25

Majority against e 0

AYES.
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Johnson
Mr. Bath Mr. Monger
Mr. Brown Mr. Murphy
Mr. Carson Mr. Osborn
Mr. Caolller Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Troy
Mr. Gl ! Mpr. Layman
Mr. Gordon {Teller).
Mr. Heilmann |

NoEes.
Mr. Bolion + Mr. Mchowall
Mr. Cowcher { Mr. Male
Mr. Davies Mr, Mitchell
Mr. Draper l Mr. 5. . Moure
Mr. Geotge AMr. Nanson
Mr. Gourley Mr, (*Loghlen
Mr. Gregory Mr. Piesse
Mr. Harper Mr. Price
Mr. Holman Mr. Swan
Mr. Horan + Mr. Ware
Mr. Hudson . Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Underwood
Mr. Keenan . {Teiler).

Amendment thus negatived.

The Chairman: If a member desired
to address the Chair during a division
there was no neeessity for the member to
cover his head.

Mr. Horan: Is that an innevation?

The Chairman: The Standing Orders
were silent on the point, though it was the
custom of the House of Commons tor
members to be covered when addressing
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the Chair during divisions. 1t was un-
necessary, he thought, to do so.

Clauvse pul, and a division taken with
the following resull:—

Ayes .. .. .. 2
Noes . - .. 15
Al jority Tor R | I
AYEB

Mr. Bath ¢ Mr. McDowall

Mr. Cowcher Mr. Male

Mr. Daglish My, Mitchel!

Mr. Davies T Mr. 8. F. Moore

Mr. Draper ! Mr. Nanson

Alr. (lourley " Mr. O'Loghlen

Mr. Gregory Mr. Plesse

Mr. Harper Mr. Prlce

r. Hoelman Mr. Swan

Mr. Horan { Mr. Ware

Mr. Hudson Mr, F. Wilson

Mr. Jacoby Mr. Underwood

Mr. Keenan (Teller).

NoEgs,

Mr. Apngwin Mr. Johnson

Mr. Bath Mr. Monger

Mr. Brownh y  Mr. dlurphy

My, Carson + Mr. Osborn

Mr. Collier | Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Foulres Mr. Troy

Mr. George Mr., Layman

Ar. G (Teller).

Clanse thas passed.
(‘lanse 33—Railway refreshment voom

leenses:
Mr. MURPHY moved as an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added to
the elause:—“Provided that the provi-
sions of Section 112 kerein shall af all
times apply to refreshment room licenscs
granted wunder His et ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As ihe
clause stood it would be open to persens
to obtain refreshmeng at rallway refresh-
ment rooms within half an hour of the
arrival of the teain and for half an hour
after its departure. The section in the
Aet eontained the words “within a reason-
able liree.”  An endeavour was now being
made by the clause as it stvod to provide
something more striet than existed hefore,
although the practice for vears past had
been that no liquer should be sold excepl
within half an hour of the arrival and
departure of trains. It would be an ex-
ceedingly diffienlt malter nat stations to
diseriminate between a hona fide traveller
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and a resident, for when a train stopped
and passengers got out to obfain refresh-
ment in a hurry there was a big rush, and
diserimination would be practically im-
possible. Evidently the reason the amend-
ment had been bronght forward was to
meet the case of refreshment rooms at
stations such as Perth and Fremantle. In
those eases trains were arriving so fre-
quently that the refreshment rooms might
be said to be open all day on Sunday.
Objection might be taken to that, but he
was not aware that there had been any
seripus abuse or that people flocked to
those refreshment rooms to obtain drink.
If the clause were retained as printed
1no harm wounld be done.

Mr. SCADDAN: Under the clanse re-
freshment rooms were able to keep open
on Sundays. Tt was doubtful whether
under the clause the refreshment rooms
were not hrought under the restricHons
of Clause 111

Mr. DRAPER: What was the effeet
of the words “subject to the provisions
of this Aet”? By a refreshment room
license the licensee was permitted to
serve customers al certain times on the
railway station. TUnder Seetion 111 it
was provided *no licensee shall sell on
Sundays exeept to a bona fide traveller.”
Would it not be possible for the provi-
sions of this clause to be brought into
the one under disecussion owing to the
insertion of the words ‘“subject to the
provisions of this Act.”

Mr. MURPHY: Under the cirenm-
stances it would, perhaps. be well to with-
draw the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. SCADDAN: Did the Attorney
(ieneral iutend that at railway refresh-
ment rooms liguor should he permitted to
be dispensed on Sunday?

The Attorney General: I will look into
the point.

Mr. SCADDAN: Was it intended that
they should sell to bona fide travellers?

The Aitorney General: They could
under Sections 111 and 113.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Attorney Gen-
eral ‘was arguing that the elause was put
in in order to enable the proprietors of
railway refreshment rooms to dispose of
liquor:io' any person in the time men-

[37)
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tioned, and not discriminate between a
bona fide traveller and any other person.
The clause as it was drafied, however,
compelled diserimination.

The ATTORNXEY GENERAL: The re-
freshment rooms at Perth and Fremantle
were not open on Sunday. As far as
other places were concerned. there would
be no Jdanger in 1le elause as it stood.

Mr. HOLMAN: What about outside
places where there were refreshment room
licenses? At places like Mullewa a man
might have to wait on a station a eon-
siderable time for a train, and he should
be entitled to get a drink. Provision
should be made where travellers by any
trains, excepting along suburban lines,
shonld be mble to get a drink. As the
clanse stood the refreshment rooms would
not be permitted to open.

The Attorney Ceneral: They are open
to bona fide travellers.

My, HOLMAN: Persons waiting for a
1rain might not all be bona fide {ravellers
not having eome in three or five miles.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Cases
such as that referred to by the member
for Murchison were not suffieiently num-
erous to warrant an alteration of the
clause. Sunday iraveliing, other than on
suburban lines, was not often indulzed in
in the State, for the simple reason that
trains did not ran to any extent. While
sympathising with persons who might
have fo wait on a railway station for a
train. they eould not be very numerous,
and moreover it was always open to them
before they went to the station to pur-
chase a little stimulant. or after hoarding
the train they conld soon gualify as bona
fide travellers.

AMr. HOLMAN: Licensed houses had
to close at 11 o’clock at night, and trains
were travelling at all hours of the nigh:.
especially on the Mureldison line. TUnder
the Bill it would not he possible for the
refreshment vooms to open after 11
o'clock. Provision shonld he made at the
refreshment roems to allow night trave'-
lers to obtain «trink when thev desired to
do so.

The Attorney (General: T will make a
nole of that.

Mr. SCADDAN: Refore the elause wik
passed it might be mentioned that thd
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amendment which was moved by the mem-
ber for Fremantle was handed to him by
the trade, and the hon. member got con-
fused by the alteration whieh was made
on the Notice Paper.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 34—Railway
license : .

Mr. SCADDAXN: Would the Attorney
(veneral state whether Clanse 111 applied
to this clanse?

The Attorney General:
into that.

Mr, SCADDAN: The dining car ar-
rived in Kalgeorlie on Sunday morning,
and the quesiion arose as to whether the
people on the train were bona fide trav-
cllers seeing that they were arriving with
the train.

Clause passed.

Clause 35—Theatre refreshment room
license {Consequential)—struck out.

Clause 36—Spirit Merchants’ License:

Mr. FOULKES moved an amend-
ment— i

That the following proviso be added:

“Provided that no such lcense shall he

granted or remewed so as to authorise

any person carrying on the business of

a retail grocer or any other retail busi-

ness whatsoever, except that of a liguor

merchant, 1o sell any liquor in the course
of such business after the end of the

year 1911.”

The reason for making the period 1911
was to give ample notice to enable people
to dispose of their properties.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
spirit merchants’ license was a whole-
sale license and the clause anthorised the
licensee to sell imported spirituous liquor
or wing in quantities of not less than
two callons or any imported fermented
liquor in quantities of not less ¢than
eight gallons, The amendment if carried
would prevent any wholesale merchant
from earrying on a retail business. Macy
of our storekeepers were both wholesale
and retail. Surely there was already suifi
cient protection, seeing that the guantity
was large and that the ligunor must be
imported and 'must be sold in the original
casks in which it was imported. The
whole intention was to give a license to

- the impovters. Of these licenses there

restauranl car

I am locking
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were 16 in existence, eight of which were
held at Fremantle.
Amendment put and negatwed
Clause put and passed.
Clause 37 (Consenuential) —struck onf.
Clanse 38— Two-gallon license:
Mr. ANGWIN moeved an amendment--

Lhat after “gallons” in line three, the
words “lo persons holding a license
under this Act’ be inserted.

It had been said that these licenses were
necessary in order to comply with the
Commonwealth Aet, A two-gallon license
was really a brewer’s license, and when
we issued a brewer’s license we should
confine the brewer to supplying relailers
or persons holding licenses under the
Aet. It was peeessary that we =hould
as far as possible reduce the number of
forms of licenses. Under the Bill a local
option elause was being introduced; but
when it came to the taking of a local op-
tion poll it would be found that the
people of the various distriets would
concentrate their attention on the num-
ber of general licenses in the district aund
would pay no attention whatever to Lhe
number of two-gallon licenses. For that
reason the scope of these licenses shouid
be restricted.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Pos-
sibly there would not have been mnch ob-
jection to the amendment but for the
fact that the gallon license had already
been struek out. This being so if Lhe
amendment were carried its effect would
be to drive the private econsnmer who de-
sired liquor for his own house into the
hotels to purchase it, Certainly he could
go to the spirit merchants for imporied
wines and beers, but if he desired the
local article he could only get it at the
public houses. Why should this mono-
poly be given to the public houses? If.
the Committee were willing to grant gal-
lon licenses, then there would be no ser-
ious objection to the amendment.

Mr. BATH: The satisfaction of the
member for Fremantle with the statement
of the Attorney General that in certain
circnmstances there wonld be no serions
objection to the amendment was easily -
understood ; because in the list of amend-
ments mad&by the Lieensed Vietuallexs'
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Association it would be found thac this
was classed among those to be supported.
Seeing the quarter from which the sup-
port was coming made one diffident about
accepting the amendment. But baving
rvegard to the faet that the argumnenis
which had been suceessfully urged against
the gallon licenses could with just as great
propriety be urged against the two-gallun
licenses he (Mr. Bath) would support the
atnendment. ‘

Mr. MURPHY : It seemed ihat besides
himself no other member of the Commit-
‘¢e was supposed to receive ipstruections
from outside. He knew of no persen who
ook instructions with regard to his opin-
ons on the Liquor Bill from any saction
»f the eommunity, unless indeed it were
he member for Brown Hill, who looked
it this question from one divection only.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The publicans seem
o have had the big end of the stick se
ar.

Mr. MURPHY: With the help of the
rember for Brown Hill the publicans
zere likely to get it in respect to this
mendment also.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clanse put and passed. .

Clause  39—Eating, boarding,
viging house license:

Mr. MGRPHY moved an amendment—

That the following be added as a
subelause: —“(2) Neo liquor of greater
quantity than is required for immediate
ronsumption by a boarder, lodger, or
ather persom as aforesaid shall be ob-
tained or kept by the licensee on lus
licensed premises at the ome time.”
1ere was no necessity for much arga-
ent in wrging the acceptance of this
tendment,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

ject of the amendment was not at all
ar. The clause merely provided that

rsons holding these licenses could send

t for liquor, and they could not keep it

the premises,

Amendment yut and negatived,

“lause put-and passed.

Tlauses 40-and 41—agreed to.

Hlause 42—-Oc¢easional heense:

fr. FOULKES: These licenses were

oted by the stipendiary magistrates,

and
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but no notice was given of any app]ica-‘ D

tions for them, and they were granted on

many occasions when they were not re-
quired. Provision should be made that

notice of applications should be duly ad-
vertised.

Mr. Horan: That is an impossibility.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: These

permits were granted to persons holding
licenses to enable them to extend their
hours on occasions like the opening of
a railway, or dances. There was no abuse
of the privilege, and if notice had to be
given the privilege might just as well be
abolished.

Mr. FOULKES: Many people objected
to attending these festivities because these
extended hours were given to publicans.
Objection was taken mostly because of
the absence of notice. Some notice of
mwaking the application shonld be given.
The Attorney General might note the
point.

Clause put and passed.

Clanse 43—agreed to,

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 16.40 p.m.
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